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PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT, 
TOWN  HALL, 

BEDFORD. 

Tel.  No.  0234  - 67422  July  1970 

To:  HIS  WORSHIP  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  AND 

COUNCILLORS  OF  THE  BOROUGH  OF  BEDFORD. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Bedford  has  a long  and  renowned  history  of  having  received  and 
absorbed  immigrants  into  what  has  now  become  a cosmopolitan  society 
and  I would  suggest  that  the  immigrant  problem  is  relative  - relative 
not  just  to  actual  numbers  but  rather  to  the  ability  of  the  host 
community  to  accept  and  absorb  newcomers. 

The  problem  of  integration  can  be  the  more  difficult  when  the 
barriers  are  differences  not  only  in  culture  but,  more  important,  in 
the  early  stages  of  language  - and  here  we  must  look  to  the  teachers 
to  lower  this  barrier  and  it  is  a great  delight  to  heeir  young  Indian 
children  spesiking  English  fluently,  having  spent  only  a few  terms  in 
our  schools.  Let  us  not,  therefore,  fail  to  appreciate  the  heavy  load 
carried  by  the  teachers  - at  one  school,  of  an  intake  of  45  children, 

30  did  not  speak  English. 

To  assist  Local  Authorities  to  cope  with  local  social  problems, 
the  Government  has  introduced  the  Urban  Aid  Programme,  and  already 
Bedford  has  benefitted  by  a grant  under  this  Programme  to  enable  the 
EducationCommittee  to  establish  a special  unit  to  teach- Engl ish  to 
those  non-English  speaking  pupils  who  come  to  the  United  Kingdom  late 
in  their  school  life  so  that  they  are  better  equipped  before  entering 
industry . 

We  can  expect  to  be  invited  to  submit  further  proposals  under 
Phase  III  of  the  Programme  and  in  considering  such  proposals  we  must 
give  due  consideration  not  only  to  the  need  for  further  statutory 
provision,  viz:  day  nursery,  nursery  schools,  but  also  to  support 
those  who  work  voluntarily  in  this  field. 

1969  was  also  a year  in  which  we  saw  further  expansion  of  those 
health  service  provisions  for  which  we  are  responsible. 

In  April,  we  saw  the  transformation  of  Queen  s Park  Clinic  into  a 
Health  Centre  - a project  initiated  by  the  late  Dr.  C.L.  Sharp.  With 
the  attachment  of  health  visitors  and  nurses,  and  the  greater 
involvement  of  the  general  practitioners  in  preventive  medicine,  we  can 
expect  Dr.  Sharp's  hopes  to  reach  fruition. 

Already  we  are  considering  further  Health  Centre  development  at 
the  Medical  Centre,  Union  Street,  and  at  the  clinic  at  Ftitnoe,  where, 
in  June,  a Dental  unit  was  opened,  which  will  serve  the  dental  care 
needs  of  the  mothers,  infants  and  school  children  in  the  Putnoe  area. 
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In  June,  we  saw  a major  innovation  with  the  establishment  of  a Birth 
Control  clinic  in  the  North  Wing,  Bedford  General  Hospital,  in 
association  with  the  post  natal  clinic.  In  the  community,  the  Family 
Planning  Association  and  the  Local  Authority  Birth  Control  Clinics 
continue  to  work  in  parallel  - allowing  the  public  a choice  of  service: 
the  main  aim  of  the  Family  Planning  Act,  namely  to  make  contraceptive 
advice  readily  available,  has  now  been  attained  in  the  Borough,  and  we 
are  prepaj-ed  to  expand  these  services  to  meet  the  increasing  demand. 

During  the  year  our  ability  to  control  the  spread  of  one  of  the 
most  dangerous  of  the  infectious  diseases  was  tested,  when  during  the 
summer  three  cases  of  typhoid  were  reported.  Immediate  investigation 
established  that  the  source  of  the  infection  was  not  local  but  from 
Europe,  and  steps  were  taken  to  screen  all  food  handlers  in  the  town 
who  had  recently  returned  from  holiday  on  the  continent  - there  was  no 
spread  of  infection. 

This  year  I have  introduced  into  the  report,  for  interest,  the 
Table  of  Mortality  for  the  year  1869. 

Although  we  cannot  make  direct  statistical  comparisons,  it  is 
interesting  to  note,  in  1869,  the  high  incidence  of  death  in  the  middle 
years  of  life  from  Phthisis  (tuberculosis),  and  of  death  in  the  first 
year  of  life  from  Diarrhoea  (intestinal  infections). 

We  are  still,  in  1969,  concerned  with  these  two  diseases  and  I am 
particularly  pleased  to  be  able  to  include  in  this  report  an  analysis 
of  the  work  of  the  Mass  Miniature  Radiography  Unit  which  visits  Bedford 
weekly.  Only  by  continuing  our  constant  vigilance  can  we  hope  to  limit 
the  effects  of  these  infectious  diseases. 

The  computer  control  of  immunisation  and  vaccination  is  continuing 
but,  as  the  "children  on  the  computer"  approach  school  age,  we  must 
prepare  for  the  merging  of  the  present  system  with  the  School  Health 
Service. 

However,  all  propositions  for  extension  of  the  use  of  computer 
techniques  must  be  considered  in  the  light  of  benefit  related  to  cost, 
and  in  the  wider  context  of  the  appropriateness  of  present  procedures. 

Certain  authorities  are  prepeired  to  undertake  new  ventures, 
introducing  computer  techniques  whilst  reshaping  their  procedures.  We 
can  learn  from  their  experience  but  must  not,  ourselves,  forego  the 
field. 

Early  in  the  year  we  welcomed  Dr.  P.  W.  Lang  as  my  Deputy,  eind 
since  his  arrival  he  has  taken  a particular  interest  in  developing  an 
occupational  health  service  in  the  Town  Hall. 

During  1969,  130  employees  were  subjected  to  a full  medical 
examination  and  it  is  anticipated  that,  with  the  introduction  of  a 
system  of  screening  by  medical  qufestionnaire , it  will  be  found  that 
many  employees  do  not  require  a full  medical  examination. 

Frequently,  we  are  asked  to  carry  out  investigation  into  cases  of 
prolonged  absence  from  work,  because  of  ill-health  and  our  advice  is 
sought  in  some  of  these  cases,  whether  we  are  prepared  to  recommend 
retirement  on  health  grounds. 
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Our  role  should  be  to  relate  health  with  occupation,  and  I am 
satisfied  that  there  is  a need  to  develop  an  occupational  health 
service  to  protect  the  interests  of  both  employee  and  employers. 

1969  was  particularly  trying  for  the  staff  of  the  department  for, 
as  you  will  recall,  we  were  "0  and  M'd",  and  I would  wish  to  record  my 
appreciation  to  the  staff  for  seeing  the  0 and  M study  through  - we 
have  all  learned  a great  deal  from  the  exercise. 

This  year,  I have  modified  the  presentation  of  the  statistics, 
with  the  introduction,  in  most  tables,  of  an  element  of  comparison 
with  previous  years.  This  form  of  presentation  illustrates  trends  and 
provokes  questions.  In  seeking  the  answers  to  these  questions  we  must 
be  prepared  to  recognise  that  our  standards  of  care  can  still  be 
improved. 


J.  G.  M.  MORTIMEH 
MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
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VITAl,  STATISTICS 


Table  I 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Total 

Census 

Population  of  the  Borough 
Registrar  general  mid-year 
estimate 

1969 

1968* 

1967 

19^1 

68,650 

68,490 

67,300 

63,334 

Area  of  the  Borough  in  acres 

6,012 

6,012 

4,972 

No.  of  inhabited  dwellings 

22,196 

21,371 

20,823 

No.  of  Private  Householders 

20,391 

No.  of  Private  Dwellings 

18,617 

Rateable  Value 

£4,183,595 

£4, 166,710 

£3,989,534 

Penny  Rate  Product  for  the 
Year 

£ 16,735 

£ 16,750 

£ 15,850 

* Extension  of  Boundary 


9 


Population 


Although  there  has  been  no  marked  increase  in  the  population  of  the 
Borough  in  recent  years,  I was  interested  to  see  in  the  report  of  the 
Chief  Constable  that  he  assumes  that  over  17,000  aliens  and  common- 
wealth citizens,  equal  to  25%  of  the  population  now  reside  in  the 
Borough. 

A survey  of  births  carried  oUt  in  April  eind  May  of  this  year 
revealed  that  33%  of  the  births  were  to  women  who  were  not  themselves 
born  in  the  British  Isles. 
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Table  H 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


ACTUAL  NUMBERS 


BEDFORD 

Males 

Females 

TOTALS 

1969 

1968 

1967 

Live  births  Total 

646 

679 

1,325 

1,335 

1,381 

Legitimate 

569 

601 

1,170 

1,184 

1,238 

Illegitimate 

77 

78 

155 

151 

143 

Stillbirths  Total 

7 

12 

19 

15 

19 

Legitimate 

6 

9 

15 

11 

17 

Illegitimate 

1 

3 

4 

4 

2 

Total  live  and  Total 

653 

691 

1,344 

1,350 

1,400 

still  births  Legitimate 

575 

610 

1,185 

1,195 

1,255 

Illegitimate 

78 

81 

159 

155 

145 

Deaths  of  infants 
under  1 year  of 

age  Total 

10 

16 

26 

24 

24 

Legitimate 

10 

12 

22 

17 

21 

Illegitimate 

- 

4 

4 

7 

3 

under  4 weeks  of  age 

Total 

8 

9 

17 

17 

19 

Legitimate 

8 

7 

15 

14 

17 

Illegitimate 

- 

2 

2 

3 

2 

under  1 week  of  age 

Total 

6 

9 

15 

15 

19 

Legitimate 

6 

7 

13 

13 

17 

Illegitimate 

- 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Deaths  - all  ages 

334 

367 

701 

1 

678 

595 
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Table  11  (Cont.) 


RATES 

England 
& Wales 

BEDFORD 

1969 

1969 

1968 

1967 

Live  birth  rates,  etc. 

Live  births  per  1,000  home  population 
(Crude  rate) 

16.3 

19.3 

19.6 

20.5 

Area  comparability  factor 

1.0  0 

0.92 

0.92 

0.921 

Local  adjusted  rate 

16.3 

17.8 

18.0 

18.9 

Ratio  of  local  adjusted  rate  to  national  rate 

1.00 

1.09 

1.07 

1.10 

Illegitimate  live  births  as  percentage  of  all 
live  births 

8 

12 

11 

10 

Stillbirth  rate 

Stillbirths  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths 

13 

14 

11 

i 

14 

Infant  mortality  rates 

Deaths  under  1 year  per  1,000  live  births 

18 

20 

18 

17 

Deaths  of  legitimate  infants  under  1 year  per 
1,000  legitimate  live  births 

17 

19 

14 

17 

Deaths  of  illegitimate  infants  under  1 year  per 
1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

25 

26 

32 

20 

Neonatal  mortality  rate 

Deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000  live  births 

12 

13 

13 

14 

Early  neonatal  mortality  rate 

Deaths  under  1 week  per  1,000  total  live  births 

10 

11 

11 

I 

14 

Perinatal  mortality  rate 

Stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1 week  combined 
per  1,000  total  live  and  still- 
births 

23 

25 

22 

27 

Deaths  rates,  etc.  - all  ages 

Deaths  per  1,000  home  population  (Crude  rate) 

11.9 

10.2 

9.9 

8.8 

Area  comparability  factor 

1.00 

1.09 

1.09 

1.09 

Local  adjusted  rate 

11.9 

11.1 

10.8 

9.6 

Ratio  of  local  adjusted  rate  to  national  rate 

1.00 

0.93 

0.91 

0.86 

Maternal  mortality 

Number 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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table  (li  NUMBERS  OF  DEATHS  BY  CAUSE  IN  SEX  AND  AGE  GROUPS 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

SEX 

Total  all 
ages 

1 Under  4 
Weeks 

4 weeks 
and  under 

1 year 

AGE  IN  YEARS 

1-4 

5-14 

15-24|25-34 

35-44 

45-54 

55-64 

65-74 

75  and  over 

B5 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

M 

1 

1 

F 

B6 

Other  Tuberculosis,  inc.late  effects 

M 

1 

1 

B18 

Other  Infective  & Parasitic  Diseases 

M 

1 

1 

F 

BlQd) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Buccal  cavity  etc. 

M 

1 

1 

F 

B19(2) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Oesophagus 

M 

2 

1 

1 

F 

1 

1 

B19(3) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

M 

9 

1 

2 

7 

2 

2 

F 

8 

1 

2 

5 

B19(4) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine 

M 

6 

4 

2 

F 

8 

2 

2 

4 

B19(6) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung.  Bronchus 

M 

32 

3 

8 

12 

9 

F 

5 

2 

1 

2 

B19(7) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

M 

F 

21 

7 

5 

6 

3 

BI9(8) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

F 

1 

1 

B19(9) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostrate 

M 

5 

1 

1 

3 

B19(10)  Leukaemia 

M 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

F 

5 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Bl9(ll)  Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 

M 

13 

1 

3 

3 

6 

F 

26 

1 

3 

3 

6 

7 

6 

B21 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

M 

1 

1 

F 

10 

1 

1 

4 

4 

B22 

Avitaminoses,  etc. 

M 

F 

1 

B46(1) 

Other  Endocrine  etc.  Diseases 

M 

1 

F 

1 

B46(2) 

Other  diseases  of  Blood,  etc. 

M 

1 

F 

1 

1 

B24 

Meningitis 

M 

F 

1 

1 

B46(4) 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System  etc. 

M 

1 

3 

3 

F 

7 

1 

1 

1 

4 

B2<i 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

\1 

4 

1 2 

1 

F 

2 

2 

B27 

Hypertensive  Disease 

\1 

1 

F 

2 

4 

B28 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

M 

87 

1 

6 

32 

26 

F 

72 

1 3 

8 

16 

44 

B29 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease 

M 

1 

2 

5 

F 

11 

3 

8 

B30 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

\1 

37 

3 

5 

12 

17 

F 

64 

3 

7 

52 

B46(5) 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

M 

11 

1 

1 

6 

3 

F 

17 

1 

4 

11 

B31 

Influenza 

M 

4 

1 

1 

F 

3 

B32 

Pneumonia 

M 

17 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

8 

F 

29 

1 

1 

2 

6 

19 

B33(1) 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

M 

33 

3 

6 

15 

9 

F 

12 

1 

1 

2 

8 

B33(2) 

Asthma 

M 

B46(6) 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

M 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

F 

4 

2 

I 

1 

B34 

Peptic  Ulcer 

M 

2 

1 

1 

F 

1 

1 

1 

B35 

Appendicitis 

M 

F 

1 

B36 

Intestinal  Obstruction  & Hernia 

M 

2 

2 

F 

3 

1 

1 

1 

B37 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

M 

B46(7) 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

M 

3 

1 

2 

F 

5 

1 

2 

B38 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

M 

1 

1 

F 

B39 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostrate 

M 

2 

2 

B46(8) 

Other  Diseases.  Genilo-Urinary  System 

M 

4 

3 

1 

F 

2 

1 

B46(9) 

Diseases  of  Skin.  Subcutaneous  Tissue 

M 

B46(10)  Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeleial  System 

M 

F 

1 

B42 

Congenital  Anomalies 

M 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

F 

5 

1 

1 

1 

2 

B43 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour  etc. 

M 

5 

5 

F 

3 

3 

B44 

Other  causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 

M 

F 

4 

4 

B45 

Symptons  and  ill  defined  conditions 

M 

2 

1 

1 

F 

2 

2 

BE47 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

M 

6 

1 

2 

1 

F 

2 

1 

BE48 

All  other  accidents 

M 

7 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

F 

12 

1 

2 

9 

BE49 

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries 

M 

1 

1 

F 

BE50 

All  other  External  causes 

M 

3 

1 

2 

F 

1 

1 

TOTAL 

ALL  CAUSES 

M 

334 

8 

■> 

2 

3 

3 

2 

10 

25 

59 

112 

108 

F 

367 

9 

7 

1 

4 1 1 

I 

20 

39 

78 

200 

TOTAL 

701 
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18G9. 

Deaths  in  the  Borough  of  Bedford  (not  including  the  Public  Institutions,)  from  the  following  Diseases,  and  at  the  ages  undermentioned,  in  the  year  1809. 
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TABLE  III(A) 


DEATHS 
ALL  AGES 


TABLE  III(B) 


DEATHS 

AGED  35  TO  64  YEARS 
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II.  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA 
AND  GENERAL  SERVICES 
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1.  GENERAL  - 

SEWAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL, 

REFUSE  COLLECTION,  AND 
STREET  CLEANSING 


I am  indebted  to  the  Chief  Engineer  for  the  following  report: 
Sewerage  System 


The  Sewerage  system  in  the  Borough  is  reasonably  adequate,  but  the 
Treatment  Works  have  reached  the  limit  of  their  capacity  and  contracts 
are  at  present  being  made  for  an  approved  extension  of  the  Works. 

Additional  surface  water  and  foul  sewers  are  being  laid  as 
required,  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  development  and  expansion  of  the 
Borough. 

Refuse  Disposal 


Demands  for  special  collection  of  rubbish  and  bulky  items  not 
suitable  for  the  normal  domestic  collection,  are  numerous  and  at  times 
there  has  been  a back  log  of  some  three  weeks  awaiting  the  special 
collection  service. 

Incinerator 


In  the  past  few  years  the  use  of  disposable  pads,  surgical 
dressings  and  other  medical  equipment  has  grown  considerably,  and  is 
still  expanding  and  therefore  it  was  necessary  to  provide  some  ways  of 
disposal  of  those  items  after  use  other  than  through  the  paper  bag 
refuse  system. 

In  December  1968  an  incinerator  was  installed  at  the  Sewage 
Pumping  Station,  Newnham,  for  this  purpose.  This  now  involves 
collection  of  used  disposables  on  one  whole  day  per  week  eind  two  days 
is  taken  up  by  incineration.  It  is  expected  that  the  increasing  use 
of  disposables  may  eventually  require  the  provision  of  a larger  and 
more  suitable  incinerator  than  the  one  now  in  use. 

Street  Cleansing 


Arrangements  for  street  sweeping  have  been  revised  and  new  works 
systems  have  been  introduced  to  improve  the  efficiency  of  this 
operation.  The  new  gully  emptying  scheme,  introduced  last  year,  is 
operating  satisfactorily  and  gave  an  improved  standard  of  cleanliness. 
Shower  Baths 

During  the  year  another  shower  bath  suite  was  opened,  this  time  in 
Lurke  Street  multi-storey  car  park,  but  even  so  there  has  been  a marked 
decrease  in  the  demand  for  this  facility. 

The  shower  baths  at  Allhallows  Multi-storey  car  park  were  used  by 
740  customers  in  the  summer  of  1969)  and  440  in  the  winter  1969/70*  At 
Lurke  Street  the  services  were  not  available  for  the  summer  period, 
but  during  the  winter  350  customers  made  use  of  the  facilities. 

Also  at  Lurke  Street,  we  have  incorporated  the  provision  of  a 
mothers'  room,  where  mothers  could,  in  privacy,  wash  and  change 
infants. 
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2.  WATER 


Bacteriological  Results  Year  Ended  31st  March,  1969 


(i)  The  water  supply  has  been  satisfactory  in  quality  and 
quantity. 

(ii)  A summary  of  the  bacteriological  examinations  of  the 
raw  water  and  of  the  water  going  into  supply  is  given 
below: - 

TABLE  V 


Source  River  Great  Ouse  (Bedford) 


Origin  of 

Sample 

No.  of 
Samples 

Average  No,  of 
presumptive  Coliforms 
in  100  ml 

Average  No. 
of  Bact. 
Coli  I 

in  100  ml 

Raw  River  Water 

53 

7,660 

2,423 

Leaving  Treatment 
Works 

572 

Nil 

Nil 

Distribution 
System  in 

Bedford 

126 

Nil 

Nil 

Samples  taken  in  the  Distribution  System  are:- 
ll8  Repairs 

8 Taste  complaints  taken  by  Chemist 

(iii)  No  lead  in  solution.  Water  not  plumbo-solvent 

(iv)  All  work  on  mains  is  followed  by  chlorination  and 
sampling  by  Board's  Chemist. 

(y)  All  houses  except  three  in  Cardington  Road  supplied  by 
public  water  mains  direct. 

(vi)  Chemical  analyses  of  raw  and  treated  water  are  given 
in  the  attached  table. 
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Fluoridation 


Although  it  is  anticipating  the  report  for  1970,  I am  pleased  to 
record  that  the  Bedfordshire  Water  Board  has  agreed  (7th  April,  1970) 
to  add  fluoride  to  Bedford's  Water  Supply. 


Swimming  in  the  River 


Regrettably  my  advice  that  swimming  in  the  river  was  hazardous 
caused  the  cancellation  of  the  annual  swim  from  the  Town  Bridge  to 
Newnham.  The  river  is  polluted  and  that  it  is  also  dangerous  in 
some  parts  because  of  shelving.  For  these  reasons  I personally 
welcomed  the  opening,  in  October,  of  the  indoor  Robinson  Pool  and 
look  forward  to  watching  the  enjoyment  and  competition  amongst 
swimmers  in  safe  waters. 
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TABLE  VI 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS 


UNTREATED  AND  DRINKING  WATER 

Origin 

of 

Sample 

No.  of 
Samples 

Presumptive  Coliforms 
per  lOO  ml. 

Faecal  Coliforms 
per  100  ml . 

Highest 

Lowest 

Highest 

Lowest 

Fully 

Treated 

Water 

6o 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Untreated 

Raw  Water 

4 

l800+ 

350 

600 

50 

Wells 

33 

l800+ 

- 

350 

- 

SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  PADDLING 

POOLS 

Newnham 

21 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Robinson 

22 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Schools 

503 

18 

- 

18 

- 

Longholme 
Paddl ing 
Pool 

32 

l600 

l8+ 

350 

18+ 

20 


BEDFORDSHIRE  WATER  BOARD 


Bedford  River  Ouse  Source 

Chemical  Analysis  of  Raw  and  Treated  Water 
for  year  ended  31st  March,  1969 


Raw  Water 

Treated  Water 

Range 

Average 

Range 

Average 

Turbidity  (A.T.U. ) 

3-305 

23 

Nil 

- 4.0 

0.3 

Colour  (Hazen  Units) 

8-125 

28 

1 

- 30 

6 

Reaction  (pH) 

7.35-9.10 

8.05 

7. 10 

- 8.10 

7.63 

Electric  Conductivity 

(Reciprocal  Megohms 
per  ml  at  20°c) 

380-810 

690 

480 

- 810 

630 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen(Free 

and  Saline  Ammonia) 

Nil-0.63 

0.l4 

Nil 

-Trace 

Nil 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

0.16-0.74 

0.4l 

0.09 

- 0.45 

0.25 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hrs. 

at  26.7°C 

1.6-6. 6 

3.0 

0.6 

- 2.4 

1.1 

Anionic  Detergent 

0.01-0.60 

0.13 

0.01 

- 0.17 

0.06 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

17-72 

36 

24 

- 86 

44 

Total  Hardness  mg/l 

210-456 

381 

230 

- 404 

320 

Total  Hardness,  degrees 

15-32 

27 

16 

- 28 

23 

Clark 

Carbonate  Hardness  as 

117-294 

238 

106 

- 217 

148 

CaCO^ 

Non-Carbonate  Hardness  as 
CaCO^ 

Calcium  as  CACO^ 

CO 

1 

CO 

143 

108 

- 217 

172 

l88-4io 

346 

212 

- 358 

284 

Magnesium  as  CaCO^ 

14-56 

35 

18 

- 56 

36 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrites  ) 
Nitrogen  in  Nitrites  ) 

2.0-7. 4 

4.3 

1.6 

- 6.8 

3.8 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

- 

4 

- 

7 

Fluorine  as  F 

0.15-0.25 

0.20 

0. 10 

- 0.20 

0.15 

Sodium 

11-18 

13.5 

10 

- 21 

13.5 

Potassium 

5.0-6. 3 

5.4 

5.0 

- 6.0 

5.3 

Iron  as  Fe 

0.09-3.0 

0.72 

Nil 

- 0.28 

0.03 

Lead 

- 

Nil 

- 

Nil 

Zinc 

- 

Nil 

- 

Nil 

Copper 

- 

Nil 

- 

Nil 

Silica  as  Si02 

Trace  - 10 

6.1 

Trace  - 8 

4.7 

Sulphate  as  S04 

84-155 

130 

l40  - 

168 

154 

Orthophosphate  as  P04 

0. 5-2.0 

1.0 

Nil 

0.10 

0.04 

Results  in  Milligrammes  per  Litre 
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TABLE  VIII 


3.  HOUSING 


APPLICATIONS  FOR  COUNCIL  HOUSES 


Total 

1969 

1968 

1967 

1.  APPLICANTS  RESIDENT  IN  BEDFORD 

A.  FAMILIES 

(a)  Substantial  bedroom  deficiency 

144 

143 

45 

(b)  Slight  bedroom  deficiency 

252 

151 

112 

(c)  Adequate  bedroom  accommodation 

250 

198 

219 

B.  CHILDLESS  COUPLES 

215 

150 

188 

C.  SINGLE  PERSONS 

(under  60  years  of  age) 

205 

112 

156 

D.  ELDERLY  PERSONS 

(single  and  couples  over  60  years  of  age) 

138 

136 

153 

2.  APPLICANTS  LIVING  WITHIN  5 MILES  OF  BEDFORD 

163 

128 

181 

3.  OTHER  APPLICANTS 

930 

676 

1,526 

TOTALS 

2,297 

1,694 

2,580 

Total  number  of  Council 

5,958 

5,870 

5,612 

controlled  housing  units 
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TABLE  XVI 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS 


No.  of 

cases  notified 

1969 

1968 

1967 

Measles 

637  ’ 

338 

336 

Dysentery 

ho 

63 

322 

Scarlet  Fever 

20 

13 

49 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

40 

30 

Infective  Jaundice 

10) 

9 

28 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

Tetanus 

- 

- 

- 

Acute  Meningitis 

- 

2 

- 

Acute  Encephalitis: 

Infective 

- 

- 

- 

Post  Infectious 

- 

- 

- 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

- 

1 

2 

Acute  Poliomyelitis: 

Paralytic 

- 

- 

- 

Non-Para 1 yt ic 

- 

- 

- 

Leptospirosis 

- 

- 

- 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

2 

- 

- 

Typhoid 

3 

- 

- 

Food  Poisoning 

15 

4 

34 

Malaria : 

Contracted 

in  Great  Britain 

- 

- 

- 

naturally 

abroad 

- 

- 

- 

accidentally 

- 

- 

- 

Induced 

therapeutically 

Plague 

- 

- 

- 

Cholera 

- 

- 

- 

Anthrax 

- 

- 

- 

Smallpox 

- 

- 

- 

Typhus  Fever 

- 

- 

- 

Relapsing  Fever 

- 

- 

- 

Yellow  Fever 

“ 

- 

Measles 


We  will  need  to  pursue  a more  active  policy  of  immunisation 
against  measles  if  we  hope  to  bring  about  a useful  reduction  in  the 
incidence  of  this  disease  which  can  still  cause  considerable  morbidity. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

Epidemiological  investigations  into  these  cases  notified  to  us. 
revealed  that  the  infections  had  been  contracted  abroad. 

Certain  measures  were  taken  to  prevent  the  possible  spread  of 
this  disease  and  our  success  in  this  is  due  in  no  small  way  to  the 
co-operat ioii  which  we  received  from  Dr.  W.F.  Lane,  Director  of  the 
Bedford  Public  Health  Laboratory  and  his  staff,  the  staff  of  Ward  5 
Harborough  Road  Hospital,  the  industrial  medical  officers  and  the 
general  practitioners  of  the  Borough. 
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TABLE  IX 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Notification  of  new  cases 


Age  Range 

Respiratory 

Non-Respi ratory 

Total 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1969 

1968 

1967 

Under  5 
years 

1 

- 

1 

2 

- 

5 - l4 
years 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

1 

15  - 24 
years 

3 

4 

- 

1 

8 

10 

2 

25  - 44 
years 

5 

3 

- 

2 

10 

14 

12 

45  - 64 
years 

1 

3 

- 

1 

5 

13 

14 

65  years 
and 

over 

. 

. 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Age 

unknown 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

11 

10 

1 

4 

26 

43 

31 

NUMBER  OF  CASES  ON  REGISTER 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pul monary 

1969 

1968 

1967 

220 

74 

254 

80 

248 

64 

TOTAL 

294 

324 

312 
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The  national  annual  rate  for  respiratory  tuberculosis  is  22  for 

100.000  of  the  population.  It  will  be  seen  therefore  that  over  the 
past  few  years  the  rate  for  Bedford,  with  a population  of  just  under 

70.000  is  above  the  national  rate. 

It  is  recognised  that  certain  inunigrants,  especially  from 
Pakistan,  are  more  susceptible  to  tuberculosis  and  it  is  interesting 
to  record  that  of  the  26  cases  notified  in  1969,  10  were  immigrants. 

Because  of  this  high  incidence  1 welcome  the  weekly  attendance 
of'  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  to  Bedford  and  I am  indebted  to  the 
Director  of  the  Mass  Radiography  Service  for  the  following  report: 

"Breakdown  of  the  Results  of  the  Activities  of  the  Mass 
Radiography  Service  in  Bedford  in  1969  with  particular  reference  to 
weekly  sessions:" 

Borough  of  Bedford  - Weekly  Sessions 


No.  x-rayed  3j(>55 
No.  referred  to  Chest  Clinic  180 
Result  of  investigations: 

Active  Pulmo>^ary  Tuberculosis  8 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  - 

observation  at  Chest  Clinic  5 
Healed  Pulmonary  T’jberculosis  l4 
Carcinoma  of  Lung  9 
Carcinoma  ( secoiidaries ) 2 
Heart  conditions  {acquired!  I8 
Heart  conditions  (congenital)  3 
Pneumonias  57 
Pneumoconiosis  1 
Diaphragmatic  abnormalities  2 
Benign  Tumours  2 
Sarcoidosis  4 
Spontaneous  Pneumothrax  4 
Bronchiectasis  7 


Britannia  Iron  & Steel  Works 

No.  x-rayed  (one  referred  - N.A.D. ) 289 

United  Counties  'Bus  Co. 

Noj  x-rayed  (none  referred)  93 

H.M.  Prison 

No.  x-raved  200 

Investigation: 

Pnuemonia  i 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  - 

observations  at  Chest  Clinic  1 

Failed  to  attend  Chest  Clinic  1 
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The  detection  rate  of  active  pulmonary  tuberculosis  comes  to  2.2 
per  thousand  and  if  the  observation  cases  are  added  the  detection  rate 
of  significant  tuberculosis  is  3*5  per  thousemd. 

Dr  Brett , the  Director  of  the  Mass  Radiography  Service  agrees  with 
me  that  in  view  of  the  relatively  high  local  tuberculosis  rate  these 
figures  indicate  the  need  for  this  very  worthwhile  service  to  continue. 

Extra  Nourishment 


Twenty-three  persons,  recommended  by  the  Chest  Clinic,  received 
extra  nourishment  (milk  and  eggs). 
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VERMINOUS  CONDITIONS,  INCLUDING  SCABIES 
PERSONS  TREATED  AT  CLEASING  STATION 
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TABLE  XI 


DISPOSAL  OF  THE  DEAD 


No.  of  bodies  received  into  the 
mortuary  from  (A)  the  Borough 
(B)  other  areas 

1969 

1968 

1967 

64 

90 

49 

72 

49 

68 

No.  of  Cremations 

(A)  from  the  Borough 

437 

470 

352 

(B)  from  other  areas 

705 

531 

514 

No.  of  Earth  Burials 

(A)  from  the  Borough 

231 

235 

210 

(B)  from  other  areas 

70 

72 

68 
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III.  REPORT  ON  THE 
PERSONAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 
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TABLE  XII 


ANTENATAL  CARE  - MOTHERCRAFT  CLASSES 


Barford 

Bri ckhi 1 1 

Put no e 

Queen ' s 

Union 

Total 

Avenue 

Park 

St. 

1969 

1968 

1967 

No.  of 

Sessions 

43 

26 

47 

24 

20 

160 

223 

160 

No. 

Attending 

86 

21 

68 

22 

18 

215 

198 

139 

Total 

Attend- 

ances 

186 

113 

321 

95 

62 

777 

909 

688 
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TABLE  XIII 


MIDWIFERY  SERVICE 


Total 

1969 

1968 

1967 

No.  of  domiciliary  confinements 

282 

297 

334 

Percentage  of  total  adjusted 
births 

21.1 

21.5 

24. 1 

Early  discharge  from  hospital 
to  care  of  midwife 

407 

449 

399 

No.  of  visits  to  expectant 
mothers  to  assess 
suitability  of  home 
circumstances  for 

confinement 

280 

331 

4o8 

No.  of  these  recommended  for 
hospital  confinement 

211 

178 

Records 

not 

available 

Training 


A further  course  on  Relaxation  and  Exercise  for  Natural  Child 
Birth  was  taken  by  Miss  Ebner,  This  was  mainly  for  all  new  staff  but 
concluded  with  a refresher  lecture  on  the  last  day  for  the  remainder. 

There  was  also  a Practical  Work  Instructors  Course. 

Pupil  Midwife 


Training  programme  enlarged  to  incorporate  more  visits  of 
observation  during  the  three  months  on  district.  Arrangements  made 
for  pupils  to  visit  Children's  Homes,  Spastic  Centre,  Day  Nursery, 
Clinics  and  hear  talks  by  Child  Care  and  Mental  Welfare  Officers  etc. 
We  are  very  grateful  to  the  statutory  and  voluntary  bodies  who  give 
so  much  time  and  co-operation  to  make  these  programmes  so  worthwhile. 

Home  Assessments 


This  scheme  continues  both  for  assessment  for  hospital  confinement 
on  sociological  grounds  and  discharge  48  hours  after  delivery. 
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TABLE  XIV 


NOTIFICATION  OF  CONGENITAL  DEFECTS 


Total 

Nature  of  Defect; 

1969 

1968 

1967 

Spina  Bifida  Hydrocephalus 

1 

3 

_ 

Spina  Bifida  Myelomeningocele 

- 

1 

- 

Hydrocephalus,  Meningocele 

- 

- 

1 

Down's  Syndrome  (Mongolism) 

1 

2 

3 

Cleft  Lip 

- 

- 

1 

Extrophy  of  Bladder 

Specified  malformation  of  heart  and 

1 

1 

circulatory  system 

Unspecified  malformation  of  heart  and 

” 

” 

1 

circulatory  system 

Unspecified  malformation  of  urino  - 

1 

genital  organs 

1 

- 

1 

Harelip  and  Cleft  Palate 

- 

1 

1 

Cleft  Palate 

Unspecified  malformation  of  brain  spinal  cord 

1 

1 

and  nervous  system 

- 

- 

1 

Achondroplasi a 

- 

- 

1 

Unspecified  Limb  Malformation 

- 

- 

1 

Talipes 

2 

1 

- 

Congenital  Dislocation  of  Hip 

- 

1 

- 

Right  Hand  - 5 small  stumps  on  wrist 

- 

1 

- 

Hypospadias,  epispadias 

1 

- 

- 

Polydactyly 

2 

- 

- 

Syndactyly 

Specified  malformation  of  heart  and 
circulatory  system  and  specified 
malformation  of  skin  including 

1 

ichthyosis  congenital 

1 

12 

10 

l4 
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TABLE  XV 


HOME  NURSING  SERVICE 


1969 

1968 

1967 

No.  of  staff  in  post  at 

31st  December 

16 

12 

14 

No.  of  staff  in  general 

practitioner  attachment 
schemes 

2 

1 

1 

No.  of  persons  nursed 

1,624 

1,568 

1,556 

No.  of  persons  nursed  aged 
under  5 years 

44 

22 

38 

No.  of  persons  nursed  aged 

65  years  or  over 

595 

560 

510 

Home  Nursing 


Changes  in  policy  for  S.R.N.  undertaking  training  for-  the 
National  Certificate.  Theoretical  training  in  neighbouring  authorities, 
practical  training  with  own  authority. 

One  district  nurse  undertook  the  District  Training  Course  for 
S.E.N. ' s. 


surgery 

The  arrangements  made  for  patients  of  Mr.  Peatfield  and  Mr. 
Hadfield  to  be  discharged  48  hours  aften  some  types  of  surgical 
operations  is  still  operating  smoothly.  This  has  made  it  possible 
to  reduce  the  waiting  li-sts  at  the  hospital. 

Nursing  Auxiliaries 


The  needs  of  this  service  continue  to  grow  and  an  establishment 
was  created  for  one  nursing  auxiliary.  The  appointment  to  be  supple- 
mented by  help  from  staff  in  the  county  as  necessary  until  such  time 
that  the  case  load  warrants  a second  nursing  auxiliary. 
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TABLE  XVI  HEALTH  VISITING 


A 


j Number  of  Cases  Visited 

Total 

r^ 

iCi  •r<  \D  O'  lA  lA  vu 

CA  C 

CO 

r^r^COlAC^  O'CO  ^ -5*  tA*^ 

O'^CM-J'COCNJ  <MC\3  lA  <ACJ 

O (A  CO  ^ CJ  ^ 

-:r  — ^ (A  ^ 

O' 

NO 

O' 

h-O^CJ-^LAt^  CgiA  O CM-^  COCO 

r*-'“r^-j-(AO  ir\  r-  cj  ^ aia 

O fA  (N.  ^ 

<P  ^ CA 

By  Clinic 
Nurses 

OICOICOI  II  1 1 II  ICO 

^ ^ — CJ 

By  Health 

V i s itors 

c 

T-QN-j'-rr^r^  c'jiA  ^ CJ  CN]^  coo 

CA’-'lA-^-^O  lA'^  ^ cAfA 

NO  A r>-  CA  ^ A- 

-d-  ’•-A 

c ^ 
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Training 


A course  was  arranged  to  train  new  members  of  staff  in  the  procedure 
for  Ascertainment  of  Deafness  - Screening  for  Hearing,  The  course  was 
conducted  by  Mr  G.B.  Campbell,  Audiologist  from  Manchester  University. 

Training  Schools  have  requested  help  with  periods  of  practical 
training  for  students  sponsored  by  other  Authorities  and  the  health 
visitors  have  assisted.  Two  members  of  staff  attended  courses  of 
training  for  Field  Work  Instructors.  Third  year  student  nurses  from 
Bedford  General  Hsopital  have  been  given  an  insight  into  community 
health. 

Another  group  of  doctors  was  included  in  the  scheme  of  detachment 
to  general  practice. 

Geriatrics 


The  scheme  continues  to  expand.  There  is  a closer  liaison  between 
Health  Visitors  and  District  Nurses  and  an  improved  system  of  notifi- 
cation thus  raising  the  standard  of  follow-up  and  care  of  the  elderly. 
There  is  good  liaison  between  the  Hospital  and  the  Local  Authority. 

The  Geriatric  Liaison  Committee  has  great  value.  The  Geriatric  Health 
Visitor  has  contributed  much  to  this  scheme  particularly  where  there 
are  problems. 
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TABLE  XVII  CHILD  HEALTH  CENTRES 
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TABLE  XVIII 


WELFARE  FOODS 

DISTRIBUTION 


Total 

1969 

1968 

1967 

Packet  of  National  Dried  Milk 

5,502 

5,008 

4,998 

Bottles  |Of  Orange  Juice 

17,080 

15,489 

16,796 

Bottles  of  Cod  Liver  Oil 

899 

868 

945 

Packets  of  A & D Tablets 

591 

545 

636 

Sale  of  Proprietory  Foods  - 
Income 

£7,200* 

£8,900 

£8,450 

* Range  of  products  reduced  on  1st  April. 
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TABLE  XIX 


DENTAL  CARE 


ATTENDANCES 

Children 

0-k  ( inc 1 . ) 

Expectant 
& Nursing 
Mothers 

First  Visits 

159 

21 

Subsequent  Visits 

153 

28 

TOTAL  VISITS 

312 

49 

No.  of  additional  courses  of 

treatment  other  than  first  course 

8 

1 

TREATMENTS 

No.  of  fillings 

174 

44 

No.  of  Teeth  filled 

145 

36 

No.  of  Teeth  extracted 

215 

9 

No.  of  General  Anaesthetics  given 

81 

2 

No.  of  emergency  visits 

6 

1 

No.  of  patients  X-rayed 

3 

6 

No.  of  patients  treated  by 

scaling  etc.  ( prophyl axci s ) 

20 

9 

Teeth  otherwise  conserved 

7 

Teeth  root  filled 

- 

Inlays 

- 

Crowns 

- 

No.  of  courses  of  treatment  completed 

during  the  year 

99 

7 

PROSTHETICS 

Patients  supplied  with  F.U.  or  F.Lt 

- 

- 

Patients  supplied  with  other  dentures 

- 

- 

No.  of  dentures  supplied 

- 

- 

* (First  time) 

ANAESTHETICS 

Administered  by  Dental  Officers 

INSPECTIONS 

No.  of  patients  given  1st  inspection 

during  the  year 

(A) 160 

(D)17 

No.  of  patients  in  (A)  & (D)  above 

who  required  treatment 

(B)125 

(E)17 

No.  of  patients  in  (B)  & (E)  above 

who  were  offered  treatment 

(C)125 

(F)17 

SESSIONS 

No.  of  Dental  Officer  Sessions 

devoted  to  Maternity  & 

child  Health  Sessions 

for  treatment 

37. 

2 

for  health  education 
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I am  indebted  to  Mr.H.W.S.  SheasbyChief  Dental  Officer,  for  the 
following  report: 


DENTAL  CARE 


Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act  19^6,  priority  in  dental 
treatment  is  given  to  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  children. 

This  treatment  is  provided  free  of  charge.  The  Local  Health 
Authority  provides  facilities  for  the  dental  care  of  these  classes  in 
conjunction  with  the  School  Dental  Service. 

That  many  mothers  have  found  it  convenient  to  take  their 
younger  children  with  them  to  their  own  Dentists  has  probably  been 
the  reason  for  some  years  why  the  volume  of  treatment  provided  for 
these  groups  at  the  Union  Street  Clinic  has  grown  only  very  slowly. 

This  year  the  increase  in  the  number  of  both  infants  and  mothers 
has  been  more  pronounced,  with  a corresponding  advance  in  the  amount 
of  treatment  provided  and  the  number  of  sessions  needed. 

The  employment  at  Union  Street  of  a Dental  Auxiliary,  who  is 
specially  trained  to  treat  young  children,  and  the  opening  in  May 
of  an  additional  Dental  Centre  in  Putnoe  may  both  have  a bearing 
on  this. 
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TABLE  XX 


DAY  CARE  OF  CHILDREN 


NURSERIES 


Local  Authority  Nursery 

1969 

1968 

1967 

Bedford  Day  Nursery  95  Ashbumham 

Road 

No.  of  children  on  register  on 

1st  January 

44 

40 

37 

No.  of  children  added  to 
register  during  year 

30 

25 

49 

No.  of  children  removed 
from  the  register 

39 

21 

46 

No.  of  children  remaining  on 
register  31st  December 

35 

44 

4o 

No.  of  days  open 

254 

255 

24l 

Attendances  0-2  years 

2,102 

1,742 

1,908 

2-5  years 

6,020 

6,469 

5,472 

Total 

8,  122 

8,211 

7,380 

Average  attendance  0-2  years 

8.2 

6.8 

7.8 

2-5  years 

23.7 

25.4 

22.6 

Tot  al 

31.9 

32.2 

30.4 

No.  of  children  on  waiting  list  at 

31st  December 

56 

43 

21 

Other  Nurseries 

Italian  Day  Nursery  10-12  Woburn  Rd. 

No.  of  places 

50 

50 

50 

Stockleigh  Proper  Pride,  Windsor  Rd. 

No.  of  places 

18 

18 

18 

Bedford  & District  Spastics 

Society 

No.  of  places 

28 

28 

28 

40 


A survey  during  the  year  suggested  that  perhaps  as  many  as 
600  children  living  in  the  Borough  were  in  need  of  some  form  of  day 
care. 


Provision  of  such  care  is  valued  but  falls  short  of  satisfying 
the  demand  as  evidenced  by  the  waiting  list  of  56  for  the  Day  Nursery. 

Pre-school  playgroups  now  form  an  important  social,  recreational 
and  educational  function  in  our  society  and  they  help  to  fill  the 
gap  which  exists  because  of  the  lack  of  sufficient  Nursery  school 
places.  Although  we  expect  to  transfer  to  the  New  Day  Nursery  in 
December  1970,  day  nursei-y  provision  will  continue  to  fall  short  of 
satisfying  the  need  of  day  care  for  children  of  single  parents. 


There  is  an 
made  for  the  day 


immediate  need  to 
care  of  children. 


rationalise  the  provision  which  is 
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TABLE  XXI 


PLAYGROUPS 


Premises 

No.  of  Places 

T imes 

Bedford  District  Soc.  for  the 
Mentally  Handicapped,  (sec. 
Nickson,  35  Grange  Lane,  Bromhajn 
Oakley  26ll)  Queen's  Pk.  Clinic 

18 

Tues.  & Thurs. 
10  - 12.45  a-m 

Brickhill  Mothers'  Group,  (Sec. 
Mrs.  J.W.  Tapley,  48  Curlew 

Cresc.  Bedford  62504)  At 

Brickhill  Clinic 

20 

Tues  a.m.  & 

Fri.  a.m. 

10  - 12  noon 

Church  Hall,  Goldington, 

(Mrs.  Coniff,  l4  Sandy  Road 
Bedford  66766) 

to 

Mon.  - Fri. 
9-12  noon 

St.  Lukes  Church  Hall,  St. 

Peter's  Street,  (Mrs.  J. 

Wood,  30  Greenacres, 

Bedford  6l855) 

24 

Mon.  - Fri. 

9 - 11. 45  a.m. 

St.  Andrews  Church  Hall, 

Kimbolton  Road,  Bedford.  (Mrs. 
R.B.  Harrison,  12  Putnoe  Lane) 

24 

Tues.  & Fri. 
9-12  noon 

Hemlake  Play  Group,  Community 
Centre  Avon  Drive.  Brickhill 
Bedford.  (Mrs.  Hemmings,  44 
Larkway,  Bedford  56079) 

24 

Mon.  - Fri. 
9-12  noon 

B.I.F.A.  Play  Group, 

St.  Martins  Church  Hall, 

Clapham  Road,  Bedford. 

30 

Mon.  Tues.  & 
Fri.  1.45  - 
4 p.m. 

B.I.F.A.  Play  Group,  Friends 
Meeting  House,  5 Lansdowne 

Road,  Bedford. 

15 

Tues.  & Fri. 
9.00  - 12  noon 

B.I.F.A.  Play  Group,  All 

Saints  Church  Hall,  Westbourne 
Road,  Bedford. 

30 

Tues.  & Fri. 
9.30  - 12  noon 

B.I.F.A.  Play  Group,  Priory 
Methodist  Church,  Newnham  Avenue, 
Bedford. 

32 

Tues.  & Thurs. 
9-12  noon 

Bunyan  Meeting  Church  Hall, 
Meadway,  Goldington, 

Bedford. 

16 

Mon.  - Fri. 

9 - 11.45  a.m. 
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TABLE  XX 11 


Childminders 


1969 

1968 

1967 

No.  of  Childminders  caring  for  10 

or  more  children 

5 

4 

5 

No.  of  Childminders  caring  for  5 ~ 9 

children 

13 

8 

4 

No.  of  Childminders  caring  for  2-4 

2 

1 

2 

children 

No.  of  Childminders  caring  for  1 

7 

child  only 
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UNMARRIED  MOTHERS 


Eight  unmarried  mothers  were  received  into  homes  through 
arrangements  made  by  Moral  Welfare  Associations. 


CONVALESCENT  HOMES 


Twelve  persons  were  sent  to  Convalescent  Homes  during  the  year. 
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TABLE  XXlll 


HOME  HELP  SERVICE 


1969 

1968 

1967 

No.  of  households  served 

with  clients  aged  under  65 

97 

110 

144 

" " " 65  years 

or  over 

502 

492 

446 
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TABLE  XXIV 


NURSING  HOMES  AND  AGENCIES 


Under  the  Conduct  of  Nursing  Regulations,  1963  the  following 
nursing  homes  are  registered  with  this  Authority: - 


No.  of  Beds 

1969 

1968 

1967 

NURSING  HOMES 

CHELTONDALE,  84  CASTLE  ROAD, 

(MRS.  D.E.G.  HOLMES,  MATRON) 

10 

10 

10 

DIAL  HOUSE,  38  PARK  AVENUE, 

(MRS.  E.G.  SMITH,  MATRON) 

25 

23 

23 

An  application  for  a licence  to  carry  on  an  agency  for  the  supply 
of  nurses,  as  required  by  Section  2 of  the  Nursing  Agencies  Act,  1957 
was  received  from 

The  British  Nursing  Association, 

77A  High  Street,  Bedford. 

The  application  was  approved. 
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Birth  Control 


A link  between  the  Hospital  and  Community  Services  was  forged, 
when,  on  28th  April,  a birth  control  clinic  was  initiated  at  the  North 
Wing  of  Bedford  General  Hospital,  in  conjunction  with  the  post  natal 
clinic.  The  purpose  of  this  clinic  will  be  to  provide  contraceptive 
advice  to  mothers  who  have  recently  had  a confinement  in  the  hospital 
and  are  returning  for  their  routine  post  natal  examination.  It  is 
anticipated  that  other  patients  needing  this  advice,  could  be 
referred  to  this  clinic. 

LIST  OF  FAMILY  PLANNING  AND  BIRTH  CONTROL  CLINICS 


Family  Plamning  Association  Clinics 

BEDFORD  Frequency  Application  for 

Appointment 


Medical  Centre,  Tuesdays  weekly  from 
Union  Street.  6.30  p.m.  Wednesday, 
second  and  fourth 
in  each  month  from 
6.30  p.m. 

LOCAL  AUTHORITY  CLINICS 
BEDFORD 

Clinic,  29  Barford  Wednesday  mornings  ) Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Avenue  weekly  Thurs.  ) Public  Health  Department 

Clinic,  Queens  Dr.  Mornings  fortnightly)  Town  Hall,  Bedford. 

Putnoe  Tel.  Bedford  67422 


) Tel.  Bedford  57740 
) between  8.30-10  a.m. 
) Mondays  to  Fridays 
) 

) 


General  Hospital,  Friday  mornings 
North  Wing,  fortnightly 

Kimbolton  Road 


) Appointments  Clerk  at 
Hospital. 

Tel.  Bedford  59401 


TABLE  XXV  FAMILY  PLANNING  SERVICE 


Barford  Ave. 

Putnoe 

Bedford 

Total 

Cl inic 

Cl inic 

General 

1969 

1968 

1967 

Hospital 

I.U.D. 

Other 

I.U.D. 

other 

Number  of  Women 
Attending  First 

Time 

64 

105 

53 

25 

65 

312 

175 

134 

Total  Number 
Attending 

91 

264 

169 

25 

65 

6l4 

444 

384 

Number  of 

Attendances  - 

Seen  by  doctor 
Requiring  supplies 

181 

570 

354 

56 

83 

1,244 

877 

CO 

(not  seen  by  Doc.) 

236 

120 

- 

356 

Number  of  Sessions 

16 

47 

27 

^3  i 

103 

78 

58 
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TABLE  XXVI 


CERVICAL  CYTOLOGY 


Total 

Union 

Birth 

Street 

Cont  ro 1 

1969 

•1968 

1967 

Clinic 

Clinics 

No.  of  Tests 

269 

94 

363 

762 

420 

No.  of  Sessions 

16 

16 

4l 

23 

No.  referred  for 

further 

investigation 

1 

2 

3 

5 

5 

No.  referred  to 

own  General 

Practitioner 

for  other 

reason 

28 

27 

55 

177 

86 
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TABLE  XXVII 


CHIROPODY 


Local 

Old  People's 

Private 

Total 

Health 

Welfare 

Chirop- 

Authority 

Committee 

odist 

1969 

1968 

1967 

No.  of  Patients, 

Treated 

335 

1,028 

253 

1,616 

1,410 

1,181 

Sessions  (excluding 

Private  Surgeries) 

94 

5l6 

610 

624 

584 

No.  of  Treatments 

at  Clinics 

9973 

3,781 

4,754 

5,607 

3,538 

at  Private  Surgery 

- 

1,106 

1,106 

1,119 

1,018 

No.  of  Domiciliary 

Visits 

1,207 

1,162 

398 

2,767 

2,077 

1,218 

Chi ropody 


Throughout  the  year  there  has  been  increasing  difficulty  in 
providing  an  adequate  service,  on  account  of  the  almost  dearth  of 
chiropodists  to  replace  those  who  leave,  or  in  order  to  increase 
the  growing  needs  of  the  elderly  in  this  respect. 

It  was  hoped  that  the  revision  of  the  scales  of  fees  and  salaries 
would  improve  local  services  but  this  had  no  effect  locally.  It 
appears  that  chiropodists  can  obtain  mo’re  in  fees  through  private 
practice. 

,We  are  still  short  of  providing  a satisfactory  service,  no 
doubt  through  the  reasons  given  above. 
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IV. IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION 


50 


VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 


All  children  bom  on  and  after  1st  Jeinuary  1968,  and  living  in  the 
Borough  are  "on  the  computer". 

A child's  name  is  added  to  the  computer  file  when  the  birth  is 
notified;  on  her  first  visit  the  Health  Visitor  will  discuss  with  the 
mother  how  the  child  can  be  protected  from  certain  infectious  diseases 
and  will  agree  with  her  how  the  child  is  to  obtain  this  protection, 
either  by  attending  her  own  general  practitioner  or  the  local  child 
health  clinic. 

These  facts  are  fed  into  the  computer  and  subsequently  post  cards 
will  be  sent  to  the  home  advising  the  mother  of  the  child's  next 
appointment. 

In  giving  these  appointments  the  computer  programme  follows  the  most 
recent  schedule  advised  of  the  Department  of  Health  i.e. 


Age 

Prophylactic 

Dose 

Interval 

During  the 

Diphtheria,  ^tTiooping  Cough 

1st 

at  4 months 

first  year 

Tetanus  and  Poliomyelitis 

2nd 

after  6-8 

of  life 

weeks 

Vaccine 

3rd 

after  5-6 

months 

During  the 

Measles  Vaccine 

Single 

after  4 weeks 

second  year 
of  life 

Smallpox  vaccination 

Primary 

after  4 weeks 

5 Years 

Diphtheria, Tetanus  and 

Booster 

at  school 

Poliomyelitis  vaccine 

entry 

However  the  programme  will  accept  notification  of  immunisations 
which  are  given  according  to  the  old  schedule. 

The  child's  computer  file  will  also  include  a record  of  any 
congenital  abnormalities,  any  "at  risk"  feature,  and  will  act  as  a 
pointer  to  any  possible  need  for  special  school  placement. 
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The  following  tables  show  the  numbers  vaccinated  or  immunised 


TABLE  XXVIII 


SMALLPOX 


Noc  of  Persons  Vaccinated 

No.  of  Primary  Vaccinations 

No.  Re-vaccinated 

TOTAL 

1,003 

622 

Children 
up  to 

15  years 

898 

76 

Over 

15  Years 

105 

546 

TABLE  XXVIX 

DIPHTHERIA,  PERTUSSIS,  TETANUS,  MEASLES,  POLIOMYELITIS 
Completed  Primary  Courses  - Number  of  Persons  under  Age  l6 


Type  of  Vaccine 

Year  of 

Birth 

others 

Total 

1969 

1968 

1967 

1966 

1962- 

1965 

under 
age  16 

Quadruple  DTPP 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Triple  DTP 
Diphtheria/ 

49 

780 

105 

17 

26 

18 

995 

Pertussis 

“ 

• 

• 

“ 

Diphtheria/ 

Tetanus 

- 

6 

4 

- 

61 

86 

157 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Pertussis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Tetanus 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

28 

28 

Poliomyelitis 

49 

689 

103 

15 

113 

135 

1,104 

Measles 

- 

485  • 

176 

73 

239 

29 

1,102 

Totals  - 

Diphtheria 

49 

786 

109 

17 

87 

104 

1.152 

Whooping  Cough 

49 

780 

105 

17 

26 

18 

995 

Tetanus 

49 

786 

109 

17 

87 

132 

1,180 

Poliomyelitis 

49 

689 

103 

15 

113 

135 

1,104 
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TABLE  XXX 


DIPHTHERIA,  PERTUSSIS,  TETANUS,  MEASLES,  POLIOffl'E  ITIS 
Re-inforcing  Doses  - Number  of  Persons  under  Age  l6 


Type  of  vaccine 

Year 

of  Birth 

Others 

under 

age 

16 

Total 

or  dose 

1969 

1968 

1967 

1966 

1962- 

1965 

Quadruple  DTPP 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Triple  DTP 
Diphtheria/ 

- 

32 

274 

26 

73 

5 

4 10 

Pertussis 

2 

” 

2 

Diphtheria/ 

Tetanus 

- 

- 

39 

10 

3 

204 

256 

Di phtheri a 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Pertussis 

” 

"* 

“ 

Tetanus 

2 

2 

10 

453 

467 

Poliomyelitis 

- 

32 

- 

- 

- 

- 

32 

Measles 

- 

- 

298 

38 

897 

561 

1,826 

Totals  - 

Diphtheria 

- 

32 

313 

36 

79 

209 

669 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

32 

274 

26 

75 

5 

412 

Tetanus 

- 

32 

315 

38 

86 

662 

1,133 

Poliomyelitis 

32 

298 

38 

897 

561 

1,826 
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V.  MENTAL  HEALTH 


5I-, 


TABLE  XXXI  MENTAL  HEALTH  STATISTICS 

NUMBER  OF  PERSONS  UNDER  LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY  CARE  AT  3 1ST  DECEMBER.  1969 


Mentally  111 

Elderly 

Mental ly 
infirm* 

Subnormal  & Severely  Subnormal 

Under  age  1< 

■>  l6  and  over 

Under  age  iC 

iC  and  Over 

Total  1 

1 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

H 

F 

1 Total  number 

19 

23 

- 

18 

2k 

7 

37 

33 

l6l 

2 Attending 

Workshops,  day 
centres  or 
training  centres 
( including 
special  units) 

3 

i8 

5 

13 

1^ 

1 

53 

3 Awaiting  entry 
to  workshops, 
day  centres,  or 
training 
centres 
( including 
special  units) 

1 

1 

1 

k Receiving  home 
training 

1 

k 

5 

5 Awaiting  home 
training 

i 

6 Resident  in  L.A. 
home  /hostel 

15 

3 

3 

21  1 

7 Awaiting  residence 
in  L.A.  home/hostel 

3 

3I 

8 Resident  in  other 
hoine/hostel 

3 

3 1 

9 Boarded  out  iri 
private  householc 

' 

10  Attending  day  hos 
pita! 

Receiving  home 
visits  and  not 

included  in 
lines  2-10 

(a)  suitable  to 
attend  a 
training  cer 

(b)  Others 

tre 

16 

23 

3 

1 

20 

12 

1 

75  1 

12  Number  of  under  age  l6  attending  training  centres  who  have  not  been  included 
in  Item  2 because  they  do  not  come  within  the  categories  covered  in  columns 
(l)  to  (i8) 

Male 

Female 

Nil  1 

Nil 

13  Number  of  persons  included  in  Item  6 who  reside  in  accommodation  provided 
under  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948 

Male 

Female 

Nil 

Nil 

* The  elderly  mentally  infirm  to  be  included  in  this  form  are  only  those  who  receive  services 
or  are  in  accommodation  provided  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act  19^6 

The  elderly  mentally  infirm  who  reside  in  accommodation  provided  \inder  the  National 
Assistance  Act,  1948,  are  not  included. 
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NUMBER  OF  PATIENTS  AWAITING  ENTRY  TO  HOSPITAL,  ADMITTED  F~OR  TEMPORARY  RESIDENTIAL  CARE, 
OR  ADMITTED  TO  GUARDIANSHIP  DURING  1969 
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NUMBER  OF  PERSONS  REFERRED  TO  LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY  DURING  YEAR  ENDED  31  DECEMBER  1969 
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TABLE  XXIV 


WORKSHOPS,  DAY  CENTRES  AND  TRAINING  CENTRES  AS  AT  31  DECEMBER  1969 
Workshops,  or  day  centres  for  the  mentally  ill 


Number  of  premises  and  places  provided 


1 

Premises 

Nil 

2 

Places 

Nil 

Training  centres  for  the  subnormal  or  severely  subnormal  (including  special  units) 


Age  group 
provided  for 

Number 

of 

premises 

Places 

Junior 

Adult 

3 

Under  16 

Nil 

4 

16  and  over 

Nil 

5 

Junior  and  adult 

Nil 

6 

Total 

Nil 

Special  units  (included  in  table  above)  providing  for  the  severely  subnormal  with 
gross  physical  handicaps  or  gross  behaviour  difficulties 


Special  Units  within  training  centres 

7 

Premises 

Nil 

8 

Places 

Nil 

Self  contained  units  independent  of  training 

centres 

9 

Premises 

Nil 

10 

Places 

Nil 

Places  made  available  to  or  by  other  authorities  or  organisations 


Type  of 
authority  of 
organisation 

Places  in 
workshops  or 
day 

centres  for 
the  mentally 
ill 

Plac 
trai 
centr< 
the  sub 
or  sev 
subno 
Junior 

es  in 
tiing 
ss  for 
normal 
erely 
rmal 
Adult 

Places  in 
special  units 
for  the 
severely 
subnormal 

Places  made  available  to  other 

11 

Local  authority 

Nil 

authorities  or  to  hospitals 
(include  in  tables  above) 

12 

Hospital 

3 

13 

Total 

3 

Places  made  available  to  the 

14 

Local  authority 

3 

23 

28 

authority  by  other  authorities 
or  organisations  (do  not 
include  in  tables  above) 

15 

Ho  spital 

16 

Other  organisations 

8* 

17 

Total 

3 

23 

28 

8 

Adjusted  figures  for  places 


Net  number 
of  places 
available  to 
the  authority 

Workshops  or  day 
centres 

18 

Line  2 + line  17  - line  13 

3 

Training  centres 
(including 
special  units) 

Junior 

19 

Line  6-^  line  17  - line  13 

23 

Adult 

20 

Line  6 ■*-  line  17  - line  13 

25 

Special  units 

21 

Line  8 10  17  - line  13 

8 

Note:-  * Two  mornings  a week  creche  provided  by  Bedford  Branch  of  National 
Society  for  Mentally  Handicapped  Children. 
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TABLE  XXXV 

HOMES.  HOSTELS,  SOaAL  CENTRES  AND  CLUBS  AS  AT  31  DECEMBER  1969 


Homes  and  hostels 


Age  group  provided  for 

For  the  mentally  ill 

1 

For  the  subnormal  or  severely  subnormal 

Number  of 
premises 

Number  of 
places 

Number  of 
premisee 

Number  of  places 

Junior 

Adult 

1-  Under  16 

Nil 

Nil 

2.  16  and  over 

Nil 

Nil 

3.  Junior  and  adult 

Nil 

Nil 

4.  Total 

Nil 

Nil 

Homes  and  hostels  for  the  elderly  mentally  infirm  provided 
under  the  Natiohal  Health  Service  Act,  1946 

j 

premises  Nil 

6 

places  Nil 

Homes  and  hostels  included  in  line  4 which  were  specifially 
provided  for  the  mentally  disordered  under  the  National 
Assistance  Act,  1948 

7 

premises  Xij 

8 

places  Nil 

Places  in  homes/hostels  made  available  to  or  by  other  authorities  or  otj,anisations 


Type  of  authority  or 
organisation 

For  the 
mentally 
ill 

For  the 
elderly 
mentally 
infirm 

For  the  subnormal  or 
severely  subnormal 

Junior 

Adult 

Places  made  available  to  other 
authorities  or  to  hospitals 
(included  in  table  above) 

9 Local  authority 

- 

- 

10  Hosptal 

6 

11  Total 

6 

Places  made  available  to  the 
authority  by  other  authorities 
or  organisations  ( Do  not 
include  in  table  above) 

12  Local  authority 

13  Hospital 

14  Other  organisations 

3 

15  Total 

3 

Social  centres  and  clubs  provided  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946 


Category  of  person  catered  for 

Number  of  centres  or  clubs 

Junior 

Adult 

Mixed 

Total 

16.  Mentally  ill 

17.  Subnormal  or  severely  subnormal 

1* 

1 

18.  Elderly  mentally  infirm 

19.  Total 

1 

1 

Note:-*  Club  provided  by  the  Bedford  Branch  of  the  National  Society  for  Mentally 
Handicapped  Children. 
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VI.  RESEARCH  PROJECTS 


DIABETES 


1 an)  indebted  to  Dr.  Harry  Keen  for  the  following  report: 


Bedford  Diabetic  Survey 


The  study  of  the  long  term  effects  of  mild  diabetes  on  248 
Bedford  citizens  detected  during  the  course  of  the  1962  population 
screening  continues  and  has  provided  much  new  and  important 
information.  During  the  course  of  the  last  year  or  so,  this  group 
of  mild  or  "borderline"  diabetics  was  compared  with  a similar  group 
of  non-diabetics  and  a group  of  clearly  diabetic  individuals,  all 
characterised  in  1962.  The  importance  of  this  comparatively  newly 
recognised  condition,  particularly  in  respect  of  its  deleterious 
effects  on  the  cardiovascular  system,  was  clarified-  by  this 
comparison.  In  addition,  suggestive  evidence  as  to  the  value  of 
different  forms  of  treatment  in  influencing  its  untoward  complications 
was  adduced.  The  av-ailabil ity  of  these  results  coincides  with  a 
world-wide  growth  of  interest  in  this  type  of  disturbed  metabolism 
and  also  the  v-exed  question  of  its  management.  The  results  have 
been  presented  in  several  European  countries  and  in  the  United  States 
of  America  and,  by  general  consent  have  added  notably  to  the  stock  of 
knowledge  in  an  important  field. 
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GLAUCOMA 


I am  indebted  to  Professor  E.S.  Perkins  for  the  following  report 


Bedford  Glaucoma  Survey 


The  long  term  follow  up  of  borderline  cases  of  glaucoma  is 
continuing,  and  so  far  only  two  patients  out  of  some  200  have 
definitely  developed  field  changes  and  require  treatment.  A sample 
of  the  original  population  screened  is  being  screened  again  after  a 
period  of  5 - 6 years.  In  almost  all  cases  there  has  been  no 
significant  change  in  ocular  tension,  and  no  new  cases  of  glaucoma 
have  been  diagnosed. 

A series  of  people  with  low  ocular  tensions  has  also  been 
examined.  No  ocular  cause  for  the  low  tension  was  found,  but  this 
group  shows  a higher  incidence  of  anaemia  than  a control  group  with 
normal  tensions. 
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INFECTIOUS  MONONUCLEOSIS  SURVEY 


In  October  1969  we  collaborated  in  a national  investigation 
into  the  cause  of  glcindular  fever  (infectious  mononucleosis)  in 
students  at  the  Bedford  College  of  Education  and  the  Bedford  College 
of  Physical  Education. 

As  its  popular  name  indicates,  glandular  fever  produces  such 
symptoms  as  enlarged  glands,  fever  and  sore  throat.  The  disease  is 
not  normally  dangerous  but  it  is  unpleasant  and  may  seriously  inter- 
fere with  a student's  activity.  For  reasons  which  are  quite  unknown, 
it  is  especially  common  aunong  young  adults  and  so  the  incidence  of 
glandular  fever  at  Universities  and  Colleges  is  much  greater  than 
in  the  general  population. 

It  seems  likely  that  glandular  fever  may  be  due  to  infection 
by  a recently  discovered  virus;  students  who  are  immune  to  this 
virus  appear  to  be  protected.  More  information  about  this  immunity 
is  essential  if  the  causes  of  glandular  fever  are  ever  to  be  under- 
stood and  the  disease  prevented. 

To  study  how  immunity  is  acquired,  it  is  necessary  to  examine 
a blood  saunple  from  students  on  entry  to  College  and  to  make  a further 
annual  test  of  the  minority  who  have  no  initial  immunity. 

Early  in  the  term  the  students  will  be  invited  to  give  a small 
blood  sample  aind  to  agree  to  an  annual  sample  if  necessary. 

Participation  is  entirely  voluntary,  but  the  success  of  this 
research  depends  on  the  co-operation  of  as  many  students  as  possible. 
Arrangements  have  already  been  made  with  several  Universities, 
including  Nottinghany  and  Keele,  for  first  year  students  to  partici- 
pate in  this  research  which  is  being  undertaken  with  the  full  support 
and  encouragement  of  the  Student  Health  Service  doctors. 
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NATIONAL  CHILD  DEVELOPMENT  STUDY 


During  the  summer  months  we  co-operated  with  the  National  Child 
Development  Study,  in  the  second  follow  up  of  children  originally 
studied  at  birth  in  1958,  and  then  followed  up  in  1965* 

We  were  able  to  document  and  examine  30  of  the  34  children 
in  the  study  who  resided  in  Bedford. 

This  second  follow-up  was  similar  to  the  first  follow-upof  the 
children  in  1965)  though  aimed  at  the  particular  problems  of  the 
11  year  old,  with  emphasis  on  variations  in  health  and  educational 
ability,  and  on  disturbances  of  the  special  senses  and  of  co- 
ordination. It  was  also  the  intention  of  the  survey  to  study  the 
onset  of  puberty  and  the  relationship  of  physical  handicap  to 
school  performance. 

We  now  await  results  of  the  analysis  of  all  this  data,  which  it 
is  hoped  will  provide  much  valuable  information  to  those  of  us 
concerned  with  developmental  paediatrics. 

At  the  time  of  the  commencement  of  this  third  phase  of  the  survey, 
the  hope  was  expressed  that  it  might  be  possible  to  incorporate  much 
of  the  content  of  this  specialized  examination  into  the  standard 
school  medical  inspection.  The  survey  procedure,  however,  is  so 
meticulous  and  exacting  in  its  requirements  that  quite  a considerable 
time  is  required  for  each  case  and  it  becomes  evident  that  if  such 
additional  material  were  to  become  part  of  a routine  school  health 
service  examination,  very  much  more  time  and  a great  deal  more 
medical  manpower  would  be  needed. 
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VII 


WELFARE 


SERVICES 
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TABLE  XXXVI 


REGISTER  OF  PHYSICALLY  HANDICAPPED 


Age 

Sex 

Deaf 

with 

speech 

Deaf 

without 

speech 

Hard  of 
hearing 

General 

Classes 

Total 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

1969 

1968 

1967 

M 

1 

1 

4 

4 

Under  l6 

F 

1 

“ 

1 

3 

1 

M 

1 

2 

3 

l4 

20 

23 

16 

l6  - 29 

8 

F 

1 

12 

13 

5 

M 

2 

32 

34 

33 

16 

30  - 49 

16 

16 

F 

“■ 

3 

19 

21 

M 

2 

50 

52 

45 

26 

50  - 64 

66 

76 

67 

F 

1 

3 

70 

M 

5 

4 

82 

91 

76 

48 

65  or  over 

196 

176 

167 

F 

10 

1 

“ 

207 

Total 

21 

15 

3 

469 

508 

465 

366 
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TABLE  XXXVII 

ANALYSIS  OF  PERSONS  ON  THE  GENERAL  CLASSES  REGISTER 

ACCORDING  TO  AGE  AND  HANDICAP 


Major  Handicaps 

Age 

under 

16 

Age 

16-29 

Age 

30-49 

Age 

50-64 

Age 
65  or 
over 

Total 

Amputation 

. 

5 

6 

1969 

1968 

1967 

20 

31 

32 

31 

Athritis  or 
rlieumatism 

- 

1 

1 

21 

138 

161 

i49 

117 

Congenital  malforma- 
tions or  deformaties 

- 

4 

2 

8 

3 

17 

22 

15 

Diseases,  of  the  diges- 
tive and  genito  urinary 
system,  of  the  heart 
or  circulatory  system, 
of  the  respiratory 
system (other  than 
tuberx;uIosis)  or  of 
the  skin 

- 

5 

2 

18 

37 

62 

55 

54 

Injuries  of  the  head, 
face,  neck,  thorax, 
abdomen,  pelvis  or 
trunk.  Injuries  or 
diseases (other  than 
tuberculosis) of  the 
upper  and  lower  limbs 
and  of  the  spine 

- 

1 

9 

16 

18 

44 

45 

37 

Organic  nervous 
diseases  - epilepsy, 
disseminated  sclerosis 
poliomyelitis,  hemi- 
plegia, sciatica,  etc. 

12 

27 

42 

53 

134 

112 

96 

Neurosis,  psychoses 
and  other  nervous  and 

mental  disorders  not 
included  above 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

7 

8 

Tuberculosis 
( respiratory) 

-- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

2 

Tuberculosis 

(non-respiratory) 

- 

- 

1 

4 

1 

6 

3 

3 

Diseases  and  injuries 
not  specified  above 

- 

2 

1 

- 

8 

11 

7 

3 

TOTAL 

1 

26 

48 

116 

278 

469 

433 

366 
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TABLE  XXXVIII 


NUMBERS  REGISTERED  - 
BLIND  AND  PARTIALLY  SIGHTED  PERSONS 


Age  Group 

Total 

0-4 

5-15 

16-20 

21-49 

50-64 

65  and 
Over 

1969 

1968 

1967 

B1  ind 

M 

1 

2 

7 

15 

50 

75 

66 

57 

F 

- 

1 

1 

8 

10 

90 

110 

109 

115 

Part ial ly 
Sighted 

M 

1 

2 

1 

3 

5 

19 

31 

29 

31 

F 

- 

3 

2 

4 

9 

91 

109 

103 

96 

Total 

2 

8 

4 

22 

39 

250 

325 

307 

299 

LOW  VISUAL  AIDS 

In  1963  the  late  Dr-  C.L.  Sharp,  instigated  an  L.V.A.  Clinic, 
which  received  considerable  national  publicity  and  is  still 
creating  interest. 

The  purpose  of  this  clinic  was  to  provide  special  optical  aids 
which  would  help  the  partially  sighted  to  utilise  what  little  sight 
remained. 

Up  to  date  ll4  Borough  residents  have  been  issued  wLth  aids  and 
during  the  year  we  took  a look  at  how  these  aids  were  being  used. 

We  found  that  of  the  ll4  issued,  maximum  use  of  an  aid  was  being  made 
tiv  38  people,  considerable  use  by  21,  limited  use  by  25,  doubtful  or 
psychological  by  30. 

It  is,  therefore,  apparent  that  many  partially  sighted  persons 
do  benefit  from  using  these  aids  and  I would  like  to  say  that  the 
success  of  this  clinic  rests  on  the  co-ordination  w'hich  exists  between 
the  Consultant  Ophthalmologists,  the  dispensers  of  the  aids  and  our 
own  Welfare  Officers  for  the  Blind. 

The  v'alue  of  this  clinic  is  now  proven  and  is  another  example 
of  success  through  co-operation  between  Health  and  Welfare. 
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TABLE  XXXIX 


AIDS  AND  GADGETS  ISSUED 


Shoe  horns,  long  handled 
Lamps,  reading 
Mattresses 

Hoist,  Patient  Helper 

Hoist,  Hewitt-Watson 

Hoist,  Hoyer 

Cup  Holder,  plastic 

Toilet  seats,  adjustable,  raised 

Toilet  seats,  raised,  polypropylene 

Toilet  Aids 

Beds,  Ripple  (including  hired) 

Chairs,  upright 

Trolleys 

Stocking  Pull-ons 
Tap  Turners 

Teapot  Stands,  tilting 

Walking  Aids 

Walking  Sticks 

Wheel  Chairs 

Bath  Rails 

Path  Seat  and  Steps 

Bath  Seats 

Bath  Boards 

Bath  Mats 

Bed  Blocks,  Sets 

Bed  Cradles 

Bed  Rests 

Book  Stands 

Commodes 

Cots 

Helping  Hands 


Total 

1969 

1968 

1967 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

2 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

2 

14 

19 

16 

5 

4 

2 

4 

2 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

3 

9 

6 

4 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

2 

47 

22 

37 

35 

20 

8 

7 

4 

1 

16 

27 

13 

- 

3 

- 

9 

27 

20 

19 

6 

- 

1 

2 

4 

2 

- 

- 

1 

2 

4 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

2 

- 

2 

- 

- 

2 

28 

24 

27 
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table  xxxx 


ADAPTATIONS  AT  HOUSES  OCCUPIED  BY  DISABLED  PERSONS 


21  Houses 
25  Houses 
31  Houses 


The  work  undertaken 
involved,  mainly  the 
provision  of  grab  rails, 
handrails  to  stairs, 
ramps,  and  door  steps 


Total 


1969 


£ s.  d 


183.  16.  6. 


1968 


s.  d. 


124.12.  7. 


1967 


s.  d. 


76.  8.  8. 
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I am  indebted  to  Mrs.  D.E.  Guppy,  Organising  Secretary,  for  the 
following  report: 

BEDFORD  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  DISABLED 


Nine  years  ago  the  Bedford  Association  for  the  Disabled  set  up 
a Register  of  physically  handicapped  persons  living  in  the  Borough 
of  Bedford. 

When  the  first  social  club  was  held,  l6  people  attended,  now  we 
have  a register  of  230  people  and  more  coming  weekly.  With  the 
co-operation  of  the  Public  Health  Department,  four  such  clubs  are 
now  operating  in  different  areas  of  the  town.  Transport  and  Clinics 
are  kindly  provided  by  the  Public  Health  Department. 

The  Association  provides,  therefore,  social  clubs,  vdiich  are  of 
tremendous  benefit  to  the  lonely  disabled;  outings  - parties, 
particularly  at  Christmas  time  where  everyone  has  a traditional  dinner 
with  a monetary  gift  - concerts,  teas,  holidays  every  year  at  Disabled 
Holiday  Camps,  which  they  seem  to  prefer,  also  holidays  for  the 
individual.  Visiting  is  done  by  the  Organising  Secretary,  sometimes 
helping  with  dozens  of  odd  requests.  In  addition  a list  is  maintained 
of  voluntary  visitors,  who  visit  the  handicapped  regularly. 

The  Association  try  and  fill  in  gaps  which  are  not  covered  by 
the  Department  of  Health,  we  have  helped  with  radio,  and  T.V.  sets 
etc.,  for  the  very  lonely  but,  of  course,  such  help  has  to  be 
restricted  by  our  finances. 

Working  closely  with  the  Public  Health  Department  is  a great  asset 
when  arranging  appointments  for  chiropody  and  occupational  therapy. 

Funds  at  this  time  are  hard  to  come  by  but  it  is  the  firm  hope 
of  the  Committee  of  this  Association  that  we  shall  be  able  to  continue 
with  this  important  work. 
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PERSONS  IN  NEED  OF  CARE  AND  ATTENTION 


Under  Section  4?  of  the  National  Assistance  Act  1948,  The 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  powers  to  cause  the  removal  to 
hospital  of  certain  persons  who  are  unable  to  devote  to  themselves, 
and  are  not  receiving  from  other  persons,  proper  care  and  attention. 
Although  this  power  is  infrequently  used,  the  need  for  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  to  be  involved  in  such  cases  is  not  infrequent  and 
through  the  efforts  of  the  Geriatric  Health  Visitor  and  the  General 
Practitioners  and  the  support  I can  give  to  the  General  Practitioners 
it  is  usual  that  the  patient  is  admitted  to  hospital  voluntarily,  ‘.<2.. 
the  patient  agrees  eventually  to  hospital  admission. 
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SOCIAL  WELFARE  WORK 


1969  was  Miss  M.  McDowall's  last  full  year  of  service  as  social 
welfare  officer. 

On  the  31st  May  1970  she  retired  after  11  years  service  to  the 
residents  of  the  Borough,  and  as  a tribute  to  her  I would  like  to 
record  her  interpretation  of  the  philosphy  of  social  welfare  work. 

"Confronted  with  a family  in  trouble,  one's  first  thought  should  be 
for  personal  relationships.  Quarrels  and  lack  of  understanding  lead 
to  deception  and  debts  and  to  insecurity  for  the  children. 

Many  families  have  been  referred  because  of  rent  arrears  and 
financial  troubles.  Various  causes  may  be  discovered:  unemployment, 
illness,  mismanagement  and  domestic  disharmony.  This  last  interacts 
with  the  other  causes  amd  is  itself  basic. 

We  have  had  some  large  families  for  regular  visiting,  but  I myself 
have  been  most  interested  in  the  very  young  and  immature  couples. 

These  would  never  go  to  Marriage  Guidance,  but  can  be  helped  a great 
deal  to  understand  each  other's  characters.  In  this  way  the  stability 
of  the  home  can  be  built  up. 

Most  of  the  families  have  had  debts.  We  made  a survey  in  April 
1967,  which  was  reported  and  again  in  April  1969*  In  1969  the  total 
indebtedness  was  £3,669.  11.  3d-  of  which  £223.  6.  5d.  was  rent 
arrears,  £2^260.  I3.  lid.  court  orders  and  £1,408.  17.  4d.  other 
debts  not  in  court.  The  1967  total  was  £2,283.  4.  5d.  and  we  found 
in  1969  a large  increase  in  court  orders  and  other  debts  but  a drop  in 
rent  arrears.  In  1957  we  looked  at  51  families  and  1969  at  52. 

I regret  the  Government  does  not  appear  to  be  going  to  implement  the 
recommendation  of  the  Payne  Committee  for  welfare  officers  to  be 
attached  to  County  Courts. 

In  October  1969?  I sent  a report  to  the  Association  of  Family  Case- 
workers who  were  preparing  evidence  for  the  Crowther  Committee  on 
Consumer  Credit. 

I have  been  a member  of  the  Child  Poverty  Action  Group  and  have 
taken  up  "wage  stop"  cases  with  the  Supplementary  Benefits  Commission 
where  there  seemed  to  be  hardship.  The  Supplementary  Benefits 
Commission  have  always  been  most  helpful. 

My  families  have  been  visited  weekly  for  the  most  part.  In  addition 
to  debt  collecting  there  would  be  talk  about  current  problems.  Some- 
times some  work  would  be  needed  with  the  Supplementary  Benefits  Commis- 
sion or  with  other  bodies.  I have  had  a particularly  happy  working 
association  with  .the  Housing  Manager,  Mr.  Packwood. 

I cannot  emphasize  too  often  that  if  people  are  behaving  in  an  anti- 
social way  and  being  rude  and  difficult,  it  is  probably  because  they 
are  worried,  iinhappy  and  insecure.  To  the  extent  that  one  can  sort  out 
finances  and  pour  oil  on  strained  personal  relationships  the  whole 
situation  should  improve  with  obvious  benefit  to  the  children." 

The  Social  Welfare  Officer  paid  3i251  visits,  involving  93  families, 
including  30  new  cases, 
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TABLE  XXXXI 


MEALS  FOR  THE  ELDERLY  AND  HANDICAPPED 


Meals  on 

Wheel s 

Luncheon  Clubs 

Brickhill 

Total 

1969 

1968 

1967 

No.  of  Meals 

21,995 

1,481 

23,476 

23,312* 

11,961* 

^ ) Figures  are  for  period  April  to  December  only 
) Figures  for  January  to  March  not  available 

+ Includes  775  meals  served  at  Brickhill  since 
opening  in  early  summer  of  1968 


MEALS  ON  WHEELS 


This  Service  is  supported  by  a subsidy  from  the  Local  Authority 
under  powers  conferred  by  the  National  Assistance  Act  1948  Section  31* 

The  provision  of  a cooked  meal  delivered  to  the  house,  may  often 
allow  an  elderly  infirm  person  to  remain  in  the  community,  often 
supported  by  a home  help. 

Many  elderly  infirm  benefit  from  the  social  contact  with  friends 
through  attending  a luncheon  club  and  we  would  expect  to  see  more  of 
this  type  of  provision.  Indeed  the  Old  People's  Welfare  Committee 
through  support  from  our  Committee  expect  to  open,  early  in  1970,  a 
Luncheon  Club  at  the  Guildhouse. 

Since  many  of  the  elderly  infirm  are  housebound  it  should  be 
important  to  encourage  them  to  get  out  to  luncheon  clubs  and  provide 
transport  for  those  who  need  it. 
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PERSONAL  NEEDS  SURVEY 


HARPUR  WARD 

tabu;  xxxxii 

Nos.  of  Persons  found  to  be  in  Need 

Persons  Over  Retiring  Age 

Nos.  of  Needs 

Meaning 

65 

No  Problems 

7 

Difficulty  with  Laundry 

18 

Difficulty  with  Meals 

4o 

Difficulty  with  Household  Chores 

144 

Living  Alone 

104 

Physically  Handicapped 

- 

Housing  Problems 

70 

Miscellaneous  Problems 

1 

Notification  of  Others  in  Need 

22 

Difficulty  in  collecting  Library  Books 

471 

Persons  Under  Retiring  Age 


Nos,  of  Needs 

6 

1 

7 


1 

3 

18 


Physically  Handicapped 
Difficulty  in  making  ends  meet 
Miscellaneous  Problems 
Notification  of  Others  in  Need 
Living  Alone 

Difficulty  with  Household  Chores 


Of  a total  of  1,728  letters  circulated,  350  replies  were  received 

Total  number  of  Persons  in  Need  was  192,  and  these  were  referred 
to  one  of  the  following  for  the  appropriate  action  to  be  taken  -Health 
Visitor,  Welfare  Officer,  Youth  Action,  Home  Teacher  for  the  Blind  etc 
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x^ill  MISCELLANEOUS 
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HEALTH  EDUCATION 


Towards  the  end  of  the  year  we  were  invited  by  the  Health 
Education  Council  to  co-operate  in  evaluating  a national  anti-smoking 
campaign . 

The  Council  were  anxious  to  evaluate  einy  shift  in  attitude  as  a 
result  of  the  campaign  and  to  assess  the  effectiveness  of  a specific 
poster  as  a medium  in  terms  of  its  cost  benefit.  To  do  this,  a few 
local  authorities  were  selected  as  control  areas  and  Bedford  was  drawn 
as  such  an  area.  This  meant  that  we  in  Bedford  did  not  display  the 
poster.  It  will  be  appreciated  that  this  scientific  approach  to 
Health  education  is  necessary  if  we  are  to  ensure  that  the  message  we 
intend  to  get  through  gets  through,  cuid  the  public  money  is  not 
squandered^ 

It  has  been  suggested  that  there  should  be  a legal  requirement  that 
cigarettes  should  be  labelled  with  a statement  informing  the  public  of 
the  possible  danger  to  health  resulting  from  cigarette  smoking. 

Such  a requirement  would  surely  help  to  bring  home  the  message  and 
ultimately  reduce  the  continuing  unnecessary  toll  of  life  through  lung 
cancer. 
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VOLUNTARY  SOCIETIES 


We  are  indebted  to  the  undermentioned  voluntary  societies  with 
whom  the  Department  has  close  association,  for  their  work  in  the  town 


as  under: 

Bedford  Council  for 

Social  Service 

Personal  needs  and  other  social 
liaison  duties. 

Old  People's  Welfare 
Committee 

Chiropody  service  for  the  elderly. 
Luncheon  Clubs. 

Youth  Action 

Personal  Needs. 

Bedford  Association  for 

the  Disabled 

Clubs  for  the  Handicapped  and 
other  social  needs. 

North  Beds.  Society  for 
the  Welfare  of  the  Blind 

Welfare  of  the  Blind. 

Spastics  Society  (Bedford 
Branch ) 

Welfare  of  Spastics. 

British  Red  Cross  Society 
(Bedford  Division) 

Welfare  generally. 

Medical  Comforts. 

Herts.  & Beds.  Family 
Planning  Association 

Family  Planning. 

North  Bedfordshire 

Association  for  Moral 

Welfare 

Care  of  Unmarried  mothers  and 
their  children. 

Bedford  & District  Mentally 
Handicapped  Children's 
Association 

Care  of  the  mentally  handicapped 
child. 

Women's  Royal  Voluntary 
Service 

Meals  on  Wheels. 

Luncheon  Clubs. 

Clubs  for  the  Elderly  and  general 
welfare  work. 

Alcoholics  Anonymous 

Work  amongst  alcoholics. 

The  Samaritans 

Help  for  the  Distressed. 

The  Northampton  Diocesan 
Catholic  Child  Protection 
and  Welfare  Society 

Care  of  Unmarried  mothers  amd 

their  children. 

Bedford  International 
Friendship  Association 

Care  of  children  and  immigrants. 

And  Others 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  VEHICLES  - MILEAGE 
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REPORT 
OF  THE 


CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
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Public  Health  Department, 
Town  Hall, 

Bedford. 

July  1970. 


To:  His  Worship  the  Mayor, 

Aldermen  and  Councillors  of 
the  Borough  of  Bedford. 

Ladies  & Gentlemen, 

I have  the  privilege  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 

1969. 

1970  being  European  Conserv^ation  year  has  stimulated  greater 
interest  in  pollution  of  the  environment  and  conditions  prejudicial 
to  health  and  the  need  for  the  improvement  of  our  environment, 
particularly  in  regard  to  public  health  and  all  aspects  of  hygiene. 
Increased  interest  in  these  subjects,  press  and  television 
publicity  is  gratifying  as  most  efforts  of  public  health  inspections 
are  directed  towards  effecting  improvement  in  all  sections  of 
environmental  health.  The  future  holds  a real  challenge  if  the 
health  hazards  of  the  future  are  to  be  avoided  in  relation  to 
modern  industry  and  commerce  and  the  siting  of  industrial  processes 
in  close  proximity  to  residential  areas.  Members  of  the  public  are 
becoming  more  conscious  of  the  need  to  improve  the  environment, 
particularly  regarding  noise  from  all  sources  and  atmospheric 
pollution. 

Smoke  Control  Orders  in  respect  of  Areas  4,5  and  6 became 
operative  during  the  year  and  though  progress  is  slow,  a consistent 
effort  is  being  made  to  mcike  the  whole  of  the  Borough  smoke  controlled. 

The  setting  up  of  a working  party  to  study  the  Borough  with  a 
view  to  declaring  improvement  areas  was  very  welcome,  as  I have  never 
held  the  view  that  the  age  of  property  alone  should  determine  whether 
properties  should  be  demolished  or  not.  Elderly  people  like  to  live 
in  the  town  and  not  on  estates  on  the  perimeter  of  a town;  where  it 
is  pKjssible  to  maintain  old  property  and  improve  the  amenities  - 
the  practice  should  be  encouraged.  I still  feel  a great  deal  of 
money  is  being  wasted  in  exhortation  of  owners  to  improve  houses, 
when  simply  by  making  the  standard  of  fit  houses  include  all  the 
(standard)  amenities  and  applying  this  to  all  houses.  Many  could 
already  have  been  improved,  leaving  the  amenity  areas  to  be  provided 
or  improved  by  the  local  authority.  The  grant  to  the  owners  of 
properties  could  be  paid  on  completion  of  all  the  necessary’  works. 

Houses  in  multiple  occupation  have  again  been  responsible  for  a 
considerable  expenditure  of  time  so  far  as  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  have  been  concerned.  By  frequent  inspection  and 
insistence  on  higher  standards  and  amenities  it  is  p>ossible  to  report 
that  on  the  whole  the  general  conditions  are  greatly  improved.  The 
use  of  the  special  grant  powers  will  help  to  improve  the  amenities 
and  facilities  still  further  and  the  occupants  of  such  houses  will 
be  better  housed.  By  far  the  majority  of  the  houses  in  multiple 
occupation  are  of  a very  good  standard,  but  should  one  of  these 
change  hands,  the  standard  can  rapidly  fall  and  constant  supem'ision 


is  necessary  to  prevent  deterioration. 

Work  amongst  so  many  different  nationalities  is  arduous  and  time 
consuming  and  the  District  Inspectors  deserve  all  credit  for  the  hard 
work  they  have  performed  in  improving  and  maintaining  such  good 
standards  in  houses  in  multiple  occupation.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
with  few  exceptions  they  have  gained  the  confidence  of  the  owners 
irrespective  of  nationality. 

Rodent  control  and  pest  destruction  was  carried  out  during  the 
year  without  a great  deal  of  difficulty,  but  it  has  to  be  recognised 
that  there  is  now  a resistance  among  mice  to  warfarin  based  poisons. 

As  yet  no  evidence  has  been  discovered  that  the  warfarin  resistant 
rat  has  reached  Bedford.  In  one  of  our  large  supermarkets  clearance 
of  mice  has  been  very  difficult  because  of  resistance  to  warfarin, 
but  alternative  poisons  were  successful.  The  picture  of  the  "Rat 
Catcher”  with  dog  and  ferret  has  changed  dramatically  and  now  the 
rodent  operator  must  possess  increased  technical  knowledge  to  study 
the  habits  and  movements  of  rodents  to  be  able  to  carry  out  successful 
treatments  without  increasing  the  risk  of  further  poison  resistance  in 
rodents. 

During  the  year,  Mr.  Liddle  left  the  service  of  the  Corporation, 
and  Mr.  Thrower,  District  Public  Health  Inspector  from  Cambridge 
joined  the  staff. 

I wish  to  record  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Health  & Welfare  Committee  for  their  appreciation  and  co-operation  in 
the  work  undertaken,  to  all  Chief  Officers  and  their  staffs  for  their 
willing  help  and  advice;  to  my  very  conscientious  Deputy,  Mr, 
Constable,  the  Inspectors,  students,  clerical  and  outdoor  staff  for 
their  loyal  support  throughout  the  year. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  AVISON 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
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I.  HOUSING  ACTS 


(a)  Unfit  Houses 


During  1969i  houses  and  one  caravan  were  demolished.  13  of 
the  houses  and  the  caravan  were  in  private  ownership.  12  of  the  l4 
houses  had  been  previously  subject  to  Closing  Orders.  In  addition, 
an  undertaking  was  accepted  from  the  owner  that  the  second  floor 
rooms  of  a house  in  Alexandra  Road  would  not  be  used  for  human 
habi t at  ion. 

Since  1955*  a total  of  l,l82  houses  have  been  dealt  with,  of 
which  5^  are  still  subject  to  Closing  Orders,  the  remainder  of  the 
properties  having  been  demolished.  A total  of  4 families  consisting 
of  11  persons  were  displaced  from  unfit  dwellings  during  1969* 

Local  Authorities  were  requested  by  the  Minister  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government  to  submit  a Slum  Clearance  Programme  covering  the 
years  up  to  and  including  1973»  As  a result,  a survey  of  the  town 
was  made  and  a list  of  155  houses  thought  to  be  unfit  was  prepared. 
These  houses  will  be  inspected  during  the  period  up  to  1973> and  the 
appropriate  action, will  be  taken  having  regard  to  the  conditions  which 
are  found  at  the  time  a detailed  inspection  of  the  property  is  made. 

( b ) Houses  in  Mulitple  Occupation 

721  houses  are  known  to  be  occupied  in  multiple  occupation  and 
it  is  estimated  that  these  premises  are -occupied  by  4,750  adults  and 
1,622  children.  A table  giving  the  natioiialities  of  the  occupants 
is  included  at  the  end  of  this  report. 

During  the  year  under  review,  1,503  inspections  were  made  of 
houses  known  to  be  in  multiple  occupation.  The  following  Statutory 
Notices  were  serv'ed:- 

Housing  Act,  1957 

Section  90  : Overcrowding  - 35 

Housing  Act,  1961 

Section  12  : Management  Orders  - 2 

Housing  Act,  196I 

Section  15  : Facilities  - 72 

Housing  Act,  1961 

Section  I6  : Means  of  Escape 

in  Case  of  Fire  - 82 

Legal  proceedings  w-ere  instituted  against  the  owners  of  4 
houses.  Two  were  in  respect  of  failure  to  maintain  satisfactory 
standards  and  total  fines  of  £20  were  impKJsed.  The  other  two  cases 
were  in  respect  of  overcrowding  of  premises,  one  owner  w'as  fined  £2 
in  each  of  four  offences  and  with  regard  to  the  second  overcrowding 
case,  the  Magistrates  decided  that  the  Summons  had  not  been  served 
upon  the  person  in  control  of  the  house;  the  case  was  therefore 
dismissed.  Legal  Proceedings  were  also  authorised  in  another  case 
of  overcrowding,  but  before  the  case  was  heard  the  overcrow'ding  was 
abated  and  it  was  decided  to  withdraw  the  Summons. 
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( c)  Accommodation  - Foreign  Nationals 


At  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour,  85  premises  were 
inspected  to  ensure  that  adequate  accommodation  was  available  for 
foreign  nationals  moving  into  the  area.  Of  this  number,  66  were 
found  to  be  satisfactory. 

26  applications  were  also  received  from  Italian  Nationals  who 
wished  to  bring  their  families  from  Italy  to  Bedford.  In  these 
cases  a certificate  from  the  Local  Authority  is  required.  These 
applications  were  all  approved. 

(d)  Improvement  of  Dwellings 


Section  19  of  the  Housing  Act  1964,  provides  that  a tenant  may 
make  representation  in  writing  to  the  Local  Authority  with  a view  to 
the  house  being  improved.  During  1969,  8 such  applications  were  made. 
The  owners  of  the  houses  were  notified  and  given  copies  of  the 
representations  made  by  tenants  with  the  result  that  plans  and  applic- 
ations for  Improvement  Grants  have  been  made  in  all  cases.  Two  houses 
were  provided  with  improved  facilities  as  a result  of  applications 
made  during  1968. 

During  the  year  the  Technical  Services  Department  approved  20 
applications  for  Discretionary  Grant  and  33  applications  for  Standard 
Grant. 


The  Housing  Act  I969,  authorises  a Local  Authority  to  declare  as 
a general  improvement  area  a preoominantly  residential  area  where  it 
is  considered  that  living  conditions  in  the  area  ought  to  be  improved 
by  the  improvement  of  the  amenities  of  the  area  or  of  the  dwellings 
therein.  A Working  Party  comprising  of  members  of  the  staff  was 
established  and  considered  the  possibility  of  various  areas  being 
declared  General  Improvement  Areas.  It  was  recommended  .that  the 
houses  contained  in  the  streets  between  Ampthill  Road  School  and  the 
Borough  Boundary  should  be  declared  an  Improvement  Area.  At  the  end 
of  the  year  details  were  being  prepared  in  order  that  the  appropriate 
Committee  could  give  adequate  consideration  to  this  recommendation. 

II  RENT  ACTS 

No  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  received 
during  the  year. 

A few  reports  were  received  regarding  harassment  by  landlords 
in  an  endeavour  to  get  tenants  to  leave  the  accommodation  being 
occupied  and  these  were  investigated.  In  all  cases  the  position  was 
satisfactorily  resolved  or  there  was  insufficient  evidence  to  prove 
that  harassment  had  occurred.  It  was  therefore  not  necessary  to  take 
any  legal  action  in  this  connection  during  1969* 

As  a result  of  the  Housing  Act  1969,  owners  are  permitted  to  apply 
to  the  Rent  Officer  for  increases  of  rent  where  a house  already  has 
the  standard  facilities  or  the  onwer  is  prepared  to  provide  such 
facilities  where  they  do  not  exist.  In  such  cases  it  is  necessary 
for  the  Local  Authority  to  issue  a Qualification  Certificate.  During 
the  year  two  applications  were  received  from  owners  who  intended  to 
provide  standard  amenities  and  six  applications  were  recieved  from 
owners  who  claimed  that  the  standard  facilities  already  existed  in 
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their  houses.  No  Qualification  Certificates  had  been  issued  by  the 
end  of  1969. 


Ill  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS 


( a)  Drainage  & Sewerage 

293  drains  were  tested  or  inspected  on  complaint  and  w'here 
necessary  works  of  repair  or  reconstruction  were  carried  out.  At 
652  properties  it  was  necessary  to  clear  blockages  in  the  drains. 

At  49  premises  repairs  or  reconstructions  of  sewers  were  carried 
out,  of  which  23  were  emergency  works  when  immediate  action  was 
necessary.  The  repair  of  these  sewers  is  the  responsibility  of  the 
Local  Authority  but  the  cost  can  be  recovered  from  the  owners  of  the 
properties  concerned. 

The  Council  have  now  decided  not  to  recover  from  owners  the  cost 
of  repairing  or  renewing  the  length  of  sewer  in  a public  highway 
between  the  boundary  of  a property  and  the  main  sewer. 

Four  Notices  were  served  under  Section  1?  of  the  Public  Health 
Act  1961,  which  requires  an  owner  to  clear  a stopped-up  drain  within 
48  hours.  In  each  case  the  work  was  carried  out  by  the  Local  Authority 
in  default  and  the  cost  charged  to  the  o^.Tiers. 

All  houses  in  the  Borough  have  water  closets  roost  of  which  are 
connected  to  the  public  sewer  with  only  a few  properties  draining  to 
cesspools. 

(b)  Water  Supply 

All  house  properties  have  an  internal  water  supply  from  the  public 
mains  with  the  exception  of  three  houses  in  Cardington  Road.  These 
three  premises  have  a well-water  supply  and  at  the  end  of  the  year 
consultations  were  in  progress  with  a view  to  having  one  of  the 
properties  connected  to  the  public  supply. 

( c ) Other  Amenities 


It  is  estimated  that  some  1,900  houses  in  the  Borough  are  without 
fixed  baths. 

Cd ) Movable  Dwellings 

There  are  no  licensed  caravan  sites  within  the  Borough. 

(e)  Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  registered  common  lodging  houses  in  the  Borough. 

(f)  Filthy  or  Verminous  Premises 


One  Statutory  Notice  was  served  under  Section  83  of 
Health  Act  1936  requiring  cleansing  of  filthy  premises, 
respect  of  an  empty  house  which  had  been  trespassed.  By 
with  the  owner,  the  woric  of  cleansing  was  carried  out  by 


the  Public 
This  was  in 
agreement 
the  Council. 


Treatment  was  given  at  112  premises  for  the  eradication  of 
various  insect  pests,  two  of  which  were  in  respect  of  bed  bugs. 

Complaints  were  received  in  respect  of  wasp  nests,  and  at  82 
premises  nests  were  treated  with  insecticide. 

( g)  Disinfection 


A Cleansing  Station  is  maintained  in  Barkers  Lane  where  there  is 
a steam  disinfector. 

(h)  Inspection  of  Premises 

During  the  year  50^  houses  were  inspected  under  the  Public  Health 
Act.  Informal  Notices  were  served  where  required  and  in  only  71 
cases  was  it  necessary  to  serve  a Statutory  Notice. 

Failure  to  comply  with  a Statutory  Notice  served  under  Section  93 
of  the  Act  resulted  in  an  application  to  Court  for  a Nuisance  Order 
to  be  made.  This  was  granted  and  subsequently  the  work  was  carried 
out . 

(i ) Public  Conveniences 


The  satisfactory  condition  or  otherwise  of  Public  Conveniences 
often  determines  a traveller's  first  impressions  of  an  area  and  it  is 
surprising  how  few  authorities  realise  the  importance  of  this  fact. 
Unfortunately  in  these  days,  all  the  good  work  carried  out  by  Councils 
to  provide  free  modern  public  conveniences  can  be  ruined  overnight  by 
a visit  of  vandals  and  render  the  conveniences  unusable.  Such 
an  instance  occurred  at  the  modern  conveniences  at  Everard  Meadows 
which  had  to  be  closed  for  several  months.  Every  fitting  was  destroyed 
glass  and  bricks  smashed  and  many  hundreds  of  pounds  will  have  to  be 
spent  to  reinstate  these  conveniences. 

There  is  little  encouragement  to  authorities  to  build  new 
conveniences  and  modernise  old  ones  until  some  method  is  devised 
which  will  result  in  such  essential  facilities  being  protected  every 
hour  of  the  day. 


(a)  Food  Hygiene 


IV  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1955 


Regular  inspections  have  been  made  of  food  premises  in  the  town 
and  in  general  these  have  been  satisfactorily  maintained. 

Plans  submitted  to  the  Local  Authority  are  examined  and,  where 
necessary,  owners  and  architects  of  proposed  food  premises  are  informed 
of  amendments  which  are  necessary  in  order  to  ensure  that  the  require- 
ments of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  are  being  satisfied.  At  fliis 
stage  it  is  far  more  easy  to  obtain  satisfactory  facilities  and 
equipment  than  if  one  waits  until  the  premises  have  been  opened  to 
the  public. 

Having  obtained  satisfactory  premises  and  adequate  equipment  it  is 
then  necessary  for  scrupulous  cleanliness  to  be  observed  by  all  persons 
handling  food.  It  is  of  little  use  providing  good  premises  and  proper 
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equipment  if  cleansing  £ind  washing  down  is  not  carried  out  when 
required  and  if  there  is  a failure  to  give  proper  attention  to 
personal  hygiene. 

The  failure  to  adequately  rotate  stocks  and  to  remove  food  which 
is  out  of  date  still  gives  some  cause  for  concern.  There  has  been 
an  improvement  in  this  direction  but  at  one  or  two  premises  the  need 
for  proper  rotation  does  not  appear  to  be  understood. 

Inspections  are  made  of  the  various  food  stalls  at  the  market 
and  of  the  mobile  food  vans  operating  in  the  district.  It  was 
necessary  for  legal  proceedings  to  be  instituted  against  the  owner 
of  a mobile  van  for  contravention  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (Market  Stalls 
and  Delivery  Vehicles)  Regulations  1966.  The  case  was  proved  and 
the  owner  was  fined  £2. 

At  the  end  of  this  report  is  a table  which  is  required  by  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security  and  gives  the  categories  of 
food  trades  stating  whether  they  comply  with  Sections  16  and  19  of 
the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 

(b)  Egg  Pasteurisation  Plants 

There  are  no  Egg  Pasteurisation  Plants  in  the  district. 

{ c ) Poultry  Processing  Plants 

There  are  no  Poultry  Processing  Plants  in  the  district. 

( d ) Markets 

Open  air  markets  are  a very  colourful  scene  in  any  market  town, 
and  manj'  people  rely  on  purchases  from  such  sources.  Though  the 
handling  methods  of  the  stallholders  in  Bedford  is  good,  and  more  and 
more  articles  are  sold  in  wrapped  containers,  there  can  be  no  just- 
ification for  many  open  susceptable  food  stuffs  being  displayed  in 
the  open  air. 

The  time  has  now  come  for  a large  covered  shopping  area  where 
stallholders  can  provide  all  the  modern  requirements,  washing  facilities 
refrigeration  etc.,  on  permanent  stalls. 

( e)  Ice  Cream 


The  number  of  registered  Ice  Cream  premises  is  254.  Seventy  one 
ice  cream  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for 
examination,  the  results  were  as  follows: 

Grade  No.  of  Samples  Percentage 


1 

Satisfactor>' 

31 

43.6 

2 

Fairly  Satisfactory 

15 

21. 1 

3 

Unsatisfactory 

18 

25-4 

4 

Very  Unsatisfactory 

7 

9.9 

There  is  not  a legal  standard  for  ice  cream  but  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Serv^ice  suggest  that  over  a six  month  period  not  more  than 
20?o  of  samples  should  fall  into  Grade  3 and  none  into  Grade  4.  The 
results  given  above  indicate  a far  from  satisfactory  position  and  an 
analysis  of  the  results  show's  that  six  of  the  Grade  4 samples  and 
twelve  of  the  Grade  3 samples  were  taken  from  restaurants.  The 


87 


attention  of  proprietors  has  been  drawn  to  these  results  and  it  is 
hoped  that  samples  taken  during  1970  will  show  an  improvement. 

( f ) Food  Sampling  emd  Food  Complaints 

192  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  examination. 
78  were  milk  samples  and  ll4  samples  of  other  food.  A table  showing 
the  action  which  was  taken  in  respect  of  30  food  complaints  is  given 
at  the  end  of  this  report.  The  complaints  were  mainly  in  respect  of 
mould  growth  on  food  or  of  foreign  bodies  in  food. 

(h)  Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations  1959 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations  1949-1965 

There  is  one  dairy  in  the  Borough  where  milk  is  processed  and 
bottled.  279  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  for  examination.  Of  these  17O  were  samples  of  pasteurised 
milk,  42  sterilised  milk  and  5I  ultra-heat  treated  milk.  11  samples 
of  pasteurised  mi  Ik  failed  the  methylene  blue  test,  6 samples  of 
sterilised  milk  failed  the  turbidity  test  and  1 sample  of  ultra-heat 
treated  milk  failed  the  colony  count  test.  The  former  gives  an 
indication  as  to  the  keeping  quality  of  milk  and  the  latter  two  tests 
indicate  whether  the  treatment  has  been  satisfactorily  carried  out. 

106  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  the  brucella  ring  test  and 
one  was  found  to  be  positive.  The  County  Public  Health  Inspector 
was  notified  of  the  neune  and  address  of  the  producer  of  the  milk 
which  failed  to  satisfy  the  test  as  the  premises  where  the  milk  was 
produced  are  in  the  county  area. 

V SLAUGHTERHOUSE  ACT  1958 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT  1958 


There  is  one  slaughterhouse  in  the  Borough  at  which  a Public 
Health  Inspector  is  present  during  the  hours  of  slaughter.  Details  of 
animals  slaughtered  and  inspected  is  given  at  the  end  of  this  report. 

When  the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations  came  into  force  in  I963 
the  Council  decided  that  the  maximum  charges  permissible  under  the 
Regulations  should  not  be  imposed  biit  that  reduced  rates  should  be 
charged. 

In  view  of  the  increased  cost  of  the  service  since  I963  it  was 
decided  that  as  from  1st  August  I969  the  full  charge  permitted  by  law 
should  be  introduced. 

During  I969  the  sum  of  £770.4. lid.  was  received  in  respect  of 
meat  inspection  charges,  an  increase  of  £220  on  the  previous  year. 

Seven  licences  were  issued  to  slaughtermen  during  1969*  The  law 
provides  that  a charge  of  Is.Od.  may  be  made  for  the  renewal  of  a 
slaughterman's  licence.  As  the  administrative  costs  involved  in 
recovering  this  Is.Od.  does  not  appear  to  be  worthwhile,  it  has  been 
agreed  that  this  charge  no  longer  is  made. 
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VI  CLEAN  AIR  ACT  1956 


The  implementation  of  Smoke  Contrx)!  Areas  received  a severe  set 
back  in  the  winter  of  1969  in  many  parts  of  the  country  due  to  the 
scarcity  of  smokeless  fuels.  Bedford  was  very  fortunate,  no  doubt 
due  to  the  good  housekeeping  and  arrangements  of  many  residents  who 
still  Tjse  solid  fuel,  and  also  due  to  the  fact  that  not  less  than 
75%  of  grants  paid  in  existing  smoke  control  areas  were  for  the 
provision  of  gas  and  electric  heating.  There  is  no  doubt  that  gas 
heating  has  a great  advantage  for  the  young  working  couples,  and  for 
the  elderly  persons  who  are  not  able  to  perform  the  work  necessary 
with  open  solid  fuel  fires.  This  coming  heating  season  will  be 
difficult  for  users  of  solid  smokeless  fuels  due  to  the  absence  of 
large  amounts  of  gas  coke. 

Serious  smoke  nuisance  has  been  caused  during  the  past  year  by 
the  method  used  for  removing  the  top  surface  of  roads  preparatory 
to  resurfacing.  A large  number  of  roads  have  been  Resurfaced  and 
when  this  occurs  in  smoke  control  areas,  complaints  are  numerous. 

It  is  hoped  that  machines  can  be  manufactured  which  will  consume  a 
great  proportion  of  the  nauseating  smoke  w+iich  is  created  in  this 
alleged  modern  process. 

Allotment  holders  are  notoriously  fond  of  bonfires,  and  when 
allotments  are  sited  in  smoke  control  areas,  near  residential  property, 
a conflict  generally  arises  between  the  occupiers  of  the  houses  and 
the  allotments.  To  overcome  such  a problem,  arrangements  have  been 
made  whereby  the  allotment  holders  will  deposit  the  materials,  which 
would  normally  have  been  burnt,  in  special  compounds  for  removal  by 
the  Council  to  the  refuse  tip.  This  arrangment  will  be  watched 
closely  to  ascertain  whether  the  allotment  holders  co-operate  ana 
refrain  from  having  frequent  bonfires. 

VII  OFFICES  SHOPS  AND 

RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1963 

984  premises  are  registered  with  the  Bedford  Borough  Council  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Offices,  Shops  eind  Railway 
Premises  Act  1963.  This  is  an  increase  of  53  when  compared  wdth 
1968.  378  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  premises,  of  wtiich  103 

were  full  inspections.  6l  informal  notices  were  served  requiring 
(Refects  to  be  remedied.  No  exemptions  from  the  provisions  of  the 
Act  were  granted. 

Legal  proceedings  were  authorised  against  the  occupier  of  one 
shop  for  failing  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Act.  This 
case  was  not  proceeded  with  as  shortly  before  it  was  due  to  be  heard 
the  necessarj'  work  was  completed  and  the  case  was  therefore  withdrawn. 

31  accidents  which  occurred  at  registered  premises  were  notified 
to  the  Authority  during  the  year. 

Details  of  registration  of  premises,  the  number  of  persons 
employed  and  the  number  of  accidents  which  have  been  notified  are 
given  at  the  end  of  this  report. 
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VIII  FACTORIES  ACT  196 1 


109  visits  of  inspections  were  made  to  factories  during  1969  and 
4 infonnal  notices  were  served  in  respect  of  defects  discovered. 

IX  PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS 
ACT  1949 


Treatment  of  the  sewers  in  the  town  was  undertaken  by  a private 
firm  under  contract  to  the  Corporation.  500  manholes  were  baited  and 
the  results  appeared  to  be  very  good. 

Treatment  for  rodents  in  private  houses  is  carried  out  free  of 
charge  whilst  a charge  is  made  in  respect  of  contracts  for  treatment 
at  business  premises.  From  1st  April,  1969  the  charge  per  man  hour 
was  increased  to  22s. Od.  66  contracts  were  entered  into  and  the  sum 
of  £212.4s.Od.  received. 


X  OTHER  ACTS 

(a)  Noise  Abatement  Act  i960 


No  serious  noise  nuisance  has  been  reported  during  the  year. 

All  complaints  have  been  investigated  and  informal  action  has  resulted 
in  improved  arrangements  which  have  removed  the  nuisance. 

Serious  nuisances  have  been  caused  by  all-night  parties  using 
amplified  music  which  prevents  residents  from  sleeping  between  the 
hours  of  10.00  p.m.  and  5*00  a.m.  The  Police  have  co-operated  very 
actively  and  action  has  been  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Recurring 
Nuisances)  Act  1969*  A number  of  Prohibition  Notices  have  been  issued, 
and  even  when  prosecutions  are  reported  in  the  local  press,  I sincerely 
hope  these  noisy  parties  will  cease. 

(b )  Rag  Flock  and  Other  Materials  Act  1951 


3 premises  are  registered  under  this  Act. 

( c )  Pet  Animals  Act  1951 


4 premises  are  registered  and  all  have  been  inspected  and  found 
to  be  satisfactorily  maintained.  One  premise  closed  during  the  year. 

(d)  National  Assistance  Act  1948  - Section  50 
Burial  or  Cremation  of  the  Dead 

Funerals  of  5 persons  were  undertaken  as  no  other  arrangements 
were  made.  The  following  table  gives  details  showing  the  cost  of 
burial  or  cremation  and  the  recovery  of  expenses: 
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No 

Age 

(years) 

Sex 

Cost  of  Burial  or 

Cremation 

Recovery  of 

Expenses 

1 

73 

M 

£l8.  U 

0. 

Full  cost 

recovered 

2 

Still 

born 

£ 2.  5. 

0. 

NIL  - Death  grant 
not  payable 

3 

71 

F 

£l8.  1. 

0. 

Full  cost 

recovered 

4 

50 

F 

£21. 15. 

0. 

Full  cost 

recovered 

5 

66 

M 

£l8.  1. 

0. 

Full  cost 

recovered 

( e ) Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act 

l4  premises  are  now  registered  under  this  Act. . 

XI  PUBLIC  HEALTH  EDUCATION 

Someone  once  said  that  you  can  only  educate  the  educated;  but 
surely  education  is  for  everyone,  particularly  in  the  field  of  public 
health, |for  it  is  something  which  affects  us  all.  Whenever  the  word 
education  is  mentioned,  one  invariably  thinks  of  it  in  its  formal 
sense  but,  of  course,  it  has  a much  wider  meaning.  The  Public 
Health  Inspector  in  his  daily  duties  encounters  people  from  all  walks 
of  life  and  although  much  of  his  work  involves  the  enforcement  of  law, 
he  should  lose  no  opportunity  in  advising  and  enlightening  the  public 
of  the  reasoning  behind  the  legislation.  At  times  this  may  be 
difficult,  however,  persistance  must  eventually  lead  to  a better 
understanding  not  only  of  problems  but  between  the  Inspector  and  the 
general  public. 

With  regard  to  the  more  formal  side  of  Public  Health  Education, 
the  Inspector  can  make  a valuable  contribution  by  arranging  talks  to 
various  organisations.  Regrettably  a vast  sector  of  the  community 
are  only  vaguely  aware  of  the  role  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector 
in  society.  Lectures  to  schoolchildren  can  ensure  that  the  food 
handlers  and  housewives  of  tomorrow  have  a better  appreciation  of  food 
hygiene  matters. 

Having  generalised  on  the  subjecu,  I should  now  like  to  mention 
in  particular  that  as  in  previous  years  the  Department  has,  in 
conjunction  with  Mander  College,  run  food  hygiene  courses  for  those 
engaged  in  the  food  industry.  Although  we  should  like  more  people  to 
attend,  it  is  encouraging  to  see  a regular  attendance,  considering  the 
lectures  are  held  in  the  evening.  It  must,  of  course,  be  recognised 
that  there  are  those  who,  although  willing,  may  not  find  it  convenient 
to  attend  such  a course,  it  is  then  useful  if  the  Inspector  can  find 
time  to  talk  to  people  at  their  place  of  work  even  though  he  may  be 
visiting  the  premises  on  other  business. 

During  the  year  42  students  obtained  Elementary  Food  Hygiene 
Certificates  and  9 students  obtained  the  Royal  Society  of  Health 
Certificates  in  Food  Retailing  and  Catering. 
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Finally  it  is  most  important  for  those  engaged  in  any  facet 
of  Public  Health  Education  to  keep  abreast  of  the  latest  developments 
and  techniques.  The  field  of  study  is  vast,  and  it  is  vital  for 
Inspectors  to  educate  themselves  not  only  to  be  more  efficient  in 
their  everyday  duties  but  to  pass  on  their  knowledge  to  the  public 
they  serve. 


D.A.  LOVELL, 

District  Public  Health  Inspector 
XII  DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACT  1951 

Staff  were  on  duty  at  the  Poultry  Market  in  Horne  Lane  and  the 
Cattle  Market  in  Commercial  Road  whenever  a sale  was  held. 

No  restrictions  were  imposed  during  the  year.  Licences  are 
required  for  the  removal  of  swine  and  1,56?  were  issued  during  1969 
for  the  removal  of  39,013  animals. 

The  vehicle  washing  facilities  now  in  operation  at  the  cattle 
and  pig  market  are  far  from  adequate,  and  improvements  will  have  to  be 
carried  out  in  the  near  future. 
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XIII  STATISTICAL  TABLES 


1.  Housing 

Action  taken  during  1969 

No.  of  Houses  demolished: - 

Private  Ownership  l4 

Owned  by  Local  Authority  1 

No.  of  dwellings  closed:- 

Houses  - 

Part  of  buildings 

No.  of  families  displaced  4 

No.  of  persons  displaced  11 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

(Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts)  936 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  found  not 

to  be  reasonably  fit  for  habitation  115 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  76 

2.  Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation 

Number  of  premises  occupied  as  Houses 
in  Multiple  Occupation  at  3lst 

December,  1969  721 

Number  of  persons  occupying  these 
premises 

Adults  4,740 

Children  1,622 

Total  Persons  6,362 
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3.  Housing  Act  1969 


Number  of  applications  for  Qualification 

Certificates  where  improvements  are  proposed  2 

Number  of  applications  approved 

Number  of  applications  for  Qualification 

Certificates  where  standard  amenities  are 

already  provided  6 

Number  of  applications  approved 

k.  Food  Inspection 
(a)  No.  of  premises 


No. 

Comply 
with 
Reg.  l6 

Premises 

to  which 
Reg.  19 
applies 

Comply 

with 

Reg.  19 

Bakehouses 

11 

11 

11 

11 

Brewery  and  Soft  Drink 
Manufacturers 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Butchers 

4o 

40 

40 

40 

Cafes  and  Restaurants 

54 

54 

54 

54 

Canteens  (works  and 

Schools) 

71 

71 

71 

71 

Confectioners 

6l 

6i 

6l 

6l 

Fishmongers  (including 
fish  fr-yers) 

20 

20 

20 

20 

Food  Storage  Depots 

7 

7 

7 

7 

Fruiterers  and 

Greengrocers 

32 

31 

32 

32 

Grocery  and  provisions 

103 

103 

103 

103 

Licensed  Premises 

98 

98 

98 

98 

Sweet  and  Chocolate 

Manufacturers 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturers 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Supermarkets 

7 

7 

7 

7 

In  addition  there  are  40  stalls  on  the  market  square,  as 
follows: - 


Confectionery  2 
Fish  3 
Snack  bars  2 
Fruit  and  Vegetables  32 
Poultry  1 
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(B)  SAMPLES  SENT  TO  PUBLIC  ANALYST 


( i ) Purchases 


Nature  of  Sample 

Formal 

Info rmal 

Bread  & Butter 

1 

Drugs 

- 

2 

Fish  Tinned  and  Fish  Pastes 

- 

3 

Fruit  Drinks,  Juices,  Squashes 
and  Minerals 

3 

Groceries,  Miscellaneous 

- 

66 

Ice  Cream 

- 

12 

Meat  and  Meat  Products 

- 

13 

Milk 

- 

78 

Sausages  and  Sausage  Meat 

- 

6 

Spirits 

1 

- 

Sweets 

- 

7 

2 

190 

( ii ) Complaints 


Nature  of  Sample 

No . 

Biscuits 

1 

Bread 

k 

Confect ionery 

2 

Cake 

7 

Cream 

2 

Fish 

1 

Meat  and  meat  products 

7 

Milk 

3 

Tinned  Goods 

2 

29 
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(c;  SAMPLES  REPORTED  BY  PUBLIC  ANALYST 
TO  BE  NOT  GENL’INE  OR  OTHERWISE 


Samples 

Nature  of  Adulteration 
(as  a result  of 
examination  by 

Public  Analyst) 

Formal 

In- 

Formal 

Commodity 

773 

Tin  of 

Tomato 

Paste 

Copper  content 
exceeded  100  p.p.m. 
(1-290  p.p.m. 

1-280  p.p.m. ) 

773A 

Tin  of 

Tomato 

Paste 

Copper  content 
exceeded  100  p.p.m. 
(1-290  p.p.m. 

1-280  p.p.m.) 

807A 

Tin  of 
Garden  Peas 

"Result  of  Phosphatase 
Test  on  the  dead  snail 

was  not  decisive.  I 

am  therefore  unable  to 

confirm  that  the  snail 
was  present  in  the  tin 
at  the  time  of 
processing  the  peas." 

8l8 

Borscht 

Amount  of  Vitamin 
(ascorbic  acid)  not 
declared 

843 

Potato 

Chips 

(recon- 

stituted) 

Suggest  that  words 
"Instcint  Potato"  be 
added  to  description 

on  menu 

874 

Asafoedita 

Mixture  of  Asafoedita 
and  ground  rice.  The 
quantities  of  the 
ingredients  were  not 
declared  on  the  label 
as  required  by  the 

Remarks 


Coded  tins  about 
f satisfactory  for 
retail  purposes. 
Un-coded  tins 
about  ^ withdrawn 
from  stock  and 
re- exported. 

Coded  tins  about 
f satisfactory  for 
retail  purposes. 
Un-coded  tins 
about  5 withdrawn 
from  stock  and 
re-exported. 

Letter  to  Canners 


Letter  to  retailers 
informing  them 
that  the  quantity 
of  ascorbic  acid 
contained  in  the 
food  to  be  stated 
on  the  label. 
Recommended  that 
this  food  be  with- 
drawn from  sale 
until  such  time  as 
proper  labelling 
can  be  effected. 

Vendors  informed. 


Importers  informed 
with  regard  to 
labelling  and  a 
suggestion  made 
that  this  substance 
be  withdrawn  from 
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Sampl es 


Formal 


In- 

Formal 


Commodi 


Nature  of  Adulteration 
( as  a result  of 
examination  by 
Pijbric  Analyst) 


Re-marks 


Pharmacy  & Medicines 
Act  1941.  It  is  to 
be  recommended  that  a 
translation  in  English 
be  printed  on  the  label 


sale  until 
compliance  with 
the  Pharmacy  & 
Medicines  Act  is 
secured. 


877 


Pork 

Chipolatas 


Contained  Sulphur 
Dioxide  to  the  extent 
of  275  p.p.m. 


Notice  displayed 
in  shop. 
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Pork 

Sausages 
(+  protein) 


Contained  Sulphur 
Dioxide  to  the  extent 
of  297  p.p.m.  The 
total  meat  content 
(including  any  added 
protein)  amounted  to 
75-8%-  The  nature 
and  the  cimount  of  any 
added  protein  should 
be  declared  on  the 
label . Presence  of 
preservative  not 
declared. 


Notice  not 
displayed. 

Warning  letter. 
Sample  of  protein 
to  be  sutjmitted 
to  Analyst . 
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Pork 

Sausages 


Contained  Sulphur 
Dioxide  to  the  extent 
of  303  p.p.m. 

Presence  of 
preservative  not 
declared. 


Notice  not 
displayed. 
Warning  letter. 


(D)  UNSOUND  FOOD  NOT  SUBMITTED  TO  PUBLIC  ANALYST 


Article 

Nature  of  Complaint 

Action  Taken  emd  Results 

Cornish  Pasty 

Mouldy 

Warning  letter  to  vendor. 

Tin  of  Irish  Stew 

Contained  piece  of 
wood 

Investigations  made. 

Warning  letter  to 
manufacturers. 

Peach  Pie 

Contained  some 
pineapple 

Warning  letter  to  vendor. 

Plaice  Portions 

Contained  cardboard 

Investigations  made. 

Warning  letter  to  packers. 

Rhubarb  Jam  with 

Contained  a glass 

Investigations  made. 

Ginger 

splinter 

Warning  letter  to 
manufacturers. 

Meat 

Contaminated  with 
blowfly  eggs 

Investigations  made. 

Warning  letter  to  vendor. 

Seed  Cake 

Mould 

Investigations  made. 

Warning  letter  to  vendor. 

Chocolate  Bar 

Contained  button  and 
pin 

Legal  proceedings 
instituted.  Plea  of  guilty 
by  defendants.  Absolute 
discharge. 

Beef  Sausages 

Infested  with  maggots 

Investigations  made. 

Warning  letter  to  vendors 
and  advice  given  as  to 
rotation  of  stock  in 
refrigerated  display 
cabinet. 

Cream 

Rancid 

Investigations  made. 

Warning  letter  to  vendors. 

Dutch  Apple  Rolls 

Mouldy 

Legal  proceedings 
instituted.  Fined  £10. 

Cream 

Sour 

Investigations  made. 

Letter  to  vendors. 

Coffee  Jap 

Contained  piece  of 
wood 

Investigations  made. 

Warning  letter  to 
manufacturers. 

Loaf  of  Bread 

Mould 

Investigations  made. 

Warning  letter  to  vendors. 

Biscuits 

Web  like  material 
adhering  to  some 
of  them 

Investigations  made. 

Warning  letter  to  vendors. 
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Article 

Nature  of  Complaint 

Action  Taken  and  Results 

Bottle  of  Milk 

Contained  foreign 
body 

Legal  proceedings 
instituted.  Fined  £l0. 

Loaf  of  Bread 

Contained  glass 

Investigations  made. 

Letter  to  manufacturers. 

Bap  Ro’ Is 

Mould 

Investigations  made. 

Warning  letter  to  vendors. 

Beans  with 

Frankfurters 

Contained  stones 

Investigations  made.  Letter 
to  manufacturers. 

Liver  Pate 

Mould 

Investigations  made. 

Warning  letter  to  vendors. 

Beef  Steak  Pie 

Contained  a piece  of 
wire 

Investigations  made. 

Warning  letter  to 
mamufacturers. 

Scone 

Contained  a wasp 

Investigations  made. 

W^arning  letter  to 
mamufacturers. 

Bottle  of  Milk 

Contained  a piece 
of  glass 

Legal  proceedings 
instituted.  Fined  £10. 

Sliced  Loaf  of 

Bread 

Stained  by  vegetable 
machine  oil 

Investigations  made. 

Warning  letter. to 
manufacturers. 

Milk  Bottle 

Brown  stains  on  the 
inside  of  bottle 

Investigations  made. 

Advisory  letter  to  bottlers. 

Pineapple  flan 

Mouldy  sponge  case 

Legal  proceedings 
instituted.  Fined  £10. 
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(E)  DAIRIES  AND  MILK  DISTRIBUTION 


Premises  registered  as  Dairies  ...  ...  1 

Milk  Distributors  9^ 

(F)  MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  LICENCES 

No.  of  Licences 


Ultra-heat  treated  44 

Pasteurised  Milk  ...  ...  *95 
Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...  ...  25 
Sterilised  Milk  5^ 


TOTAL  218 


* Includes  one  pasteurisation  plant. 
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(G)  EXAMINATION  OF  SPECIALLY  DESIGNATED  MILK 
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Only  16  of  the  106  samples  of  untreated  milk  were  submitted  to  the  Anti- 
Biotic  Test 


(H)  SLAUGHTERHOUSES 


( 1 ) Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 
:cluding 
cows ) 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 
& Lambs 

Go  ats 

Pigs 

Total 

Number  killed  and 
inspected 

2,759 

345 

260 

7,091 

13 

5,847 

16,315 

All  diseases  except 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticercosis. 

Whole  carcases 

condemned 

1 

1 

30 

4 

36 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

1,286 

61 

2 

939 

989 

3,277 

Percentage  of 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other  than 

tuberculosis  & 
cysticercosis 

46.6 

17-9 

0.77 

13.6 

17.0 

20.3 

Tuberculosis  only 
Whole  carcases 

condemned 

1 

1 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was 

condemned 

1 

19 

20 

Percentage  of 
number  inspected 
affected  with 

tuberculosis 

0.04 

0.3 

0.3 

0.1 

Cysticercus  Bovis. 
Carcases  with 
some  part  or 
organ  condemned 

4 

4 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

4 

4 

Generalized  and 
total ly 
condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(2)  Meat  Weight  Condemned 


C 1 ass 

Tuberculosis 

Other  Diseases 

Total 

of 

Animal 

Whole 

Carcase 

Part 

Carcase 

& Offal 

lbs. 

Whole 

Carcase 

Part 

Carcase 

& Offal 

Lbs. 

lbs. 

Cattle 
( excluding 
cows) 

1 

120 

1 

1,286 

18,393 

18,513 

Cows 

1 

- 

400 

1 

6l 

1,400 

1,800 

Calves 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

8 

8 

Sheep  & 
Lambs 

30 

939 

4,484 

4,484 

Pigs 

- 

19 

322 

4 

989 

4,150 

4,472 

Goats 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-* 

Total 

1 

20 

842 

36 

3,277 

28,435 

29,277 

(I)  OTHER  FOODS  CONDEMNED 


Class  of  Food  lbs. 

No.  of  tins-meat  and  meat  products  1?^  676 

No.  of  tins-other  1»552  3,595 

Meat,  English,  retail  shops  768 

" " wholesale  522 

Meat,  Imported,  retail  shops  492 

" " wholesale  60 

Cooked  Meat  and  Meat  Products  ll8 

Fish  514 

Fruit  and  vegetables  732 

Frozen  Foods  682 

Ice  Cream  706 

Groceries,  Miscellaneous  594 
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5.  OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

TABLE  A - REGISTRATIONS  AND  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS 


Class  of  Premises 

No. of  Premises 
Registered 
during  the  year 

Total  No.  of 
Premises 
Registered 
at  end  of 
the  year 

No. of  Premises 
receiving  a 
general  inspec- 
tion during 
the  year 

Offices 

28 

327 

24 

Retail  Shops 

26 

513 

88 

Wholesale  Shops 
and  warehouses 

4 

63 

8 

Catering  establish- 
ments open  to  the 
public  & canteens 

8 

73 

18 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

- 

8 

- 

Totals 

66 

984 

138 

TABLE  B - NUMBER  OF  VISITS  OF  ALL  KINDS  BY 
INSPECTORS  TO  REGISTERED  PREMISES 

378 

TABLE  C - EMPLOYED  IN  REGISTERED  PREMISES  OR 
WORKPLACE 

Class  of  Workplace  No. of  Persons  Employed 


Offices  5,581 

Shops  3,993 

Wholesale  departments  and  warehouses  564 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the 

public. 

Canteens  85 

Fuel  storage  depots  16 

Total  10,908 


Total-Males  5 1 189  Total -Females  5i719 

TABLE  D - EXEMPTIONS 

There  were  no  exemptions  granted  during  1969 
TABLE  E - PROSECUTIONS 

Prosecutions  instituted  of  which  the  hearing  was 


completed  in  1969 

Nil 

No.  of  Complaints  (or 

summary  applications)  made 

under  Section  22 

Nil 

No.  of  Interim  orders 

granted 

Nil 
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TABl.E  F 


INSPECTORS 


No.  ol  Inspectors  appointed  under  Section  52(1)  or  (5)  of  the  Act  - 7 

No.  of  other  staff  employed  for  most  of  their  time  on  work  in 

connection  with  the  Act  - Nil 


ACCIDENTS 


Workplace  and  Sex 


Class  of  Workplace 

Adults  over  l8  years 

Young  Persons  under  l8  yrs. 

Mai  es 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Offices 

1 

1 

_ 

- 

Retail  Shops 

6 

12 

3 

- 

WTiolesale  Shops 
& Warehouses 

2 

_ 

_ 

- 

Catering 

Establ ishments 

1 

2 

_ 

- 

Ccinteens 

1 

2 

- 

- 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

1 

- 

- 

- 

ACCIDENTS 


Type  of 

Injury 

Primary  Cause 

Fracture 

& Dis- 

1 ocaticns 

Sprains 

and 

Strains 

Amputa- 

tion 

Open 

Wounds 

& 

Surface 

Bruising 

Crushing 

Concus- 

Burns 

Total 

Injury 

Handling  Goods 

- 

3 

- 

6 

3 

1 

13 

Use  of  Hand  Tools 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

2 

Falls  of  Persons 

1 

5 

- 

2 

1 

- 

9 

Machinery  (Power 
& Non  Power) 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

3 

Vehicle  in  Motion 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Struck  by  falling 
object 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2 

Not  otherwise 

1 

specified 

1 

9 

- 

l4 

6 

1 

31 

TOTAL 
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6.  Factories  Act,  196I 

(A)  INSPECTIONS  FOR  PURPOSES  OF  PROVISIONS  AS  TO  HEALTH 
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CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


No.  of  cases 
in  which 
proceedings 
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( C ) OUTWORK 


Prosecutions 
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8.  Premises  Disinfested 


Premises 

Nature  of 

Vermin 

Number  of 

Premises 

Houses  - Council 

Bugs 

Ants 

9 

Wasps 

12 

Beetles,  etc. 

1 

Houses  - Privately  Owned 

Bugs 

2 

Ants 

5 

Wasps 

70 

Beetles,  etc. 

8 

Business  Premises 

Bugs 

Ants 

- 

Wasps 

4 

Beetles,  etc. 

1 

Total 

112 

9.  Sununary  of  General  Inspections  and  Administrative  Duties 


Housing 

Houses  inspected  under  the  Housing  Act,  1957  ^32 

Premises  inspected  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  50^ 

Premises  where  nuisances  discovered  117 

Premises  where  nuisances  abated  76 

Overcrowding  (not  including  houses  in  Mulitple  Occupation) 

Visits  10 

Infectious  Diseases 

Investigations  undertaiken  432 

Specimens  submitted  to  Public  Health  Laboratory  135 

Verminous  and  other  Conditions 

Visits  to  verminous  premises  96 

Drainage 

House  drains  tested  or  inspected  on  complaint  or  after 

infectious  diseases  293 

Revisits  during  repairs  or  reconstruction  88 

Blocked  drains  cleared  652 

Visits  to 

Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation  1,503 

Moveable  Dwellings,  Caravans,  etc.  45 

Public  Houses  64 

Clubs  26 

Hotels  22 

Restaurants  686 

Fish  Frying  Premises  l44 

Slaughterhouses  492 

Works  Canteens  7^ 

Dairies  35 

School  Canteens  50 

Other  Shops  and  Premises  where  Food  is  Prepared,  stored 

or  exposed  for  sale  1,605 

Bakehouses  77 

Places  of  Entertainment  21 

Factories  with  mechanical  p>ower  IO8 

Factories  without  mechanical  power  1 

Work  places  19 

Premises  where  animals  are  kept  26 

Offensive  trade  premises  13 

Visits  reference  complaint  or  nuisances  discovered  346 

Miscellaneous  visits  983 

Unsuccessful  visits  1,5^5 

Food  and  Drugs 

Samples  submitted  to  Public  Analyst 

Milk  81 

Ice  Cream  12 

Other  Food  and  Drugs  126 


111 


369 

71 


Samples  examined  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service 
Milk 

Ice  Cream 


Rats  and  Mice  Destruction 

Inspection  of  Premises,  etc.  by  Public  Health  Inspectors  ll4 
Inspection  of  Premises,  etc.  by  Rodent  Operators  329 

Visits  for  treatment,  including  revisits  881 

Rent  Act 

Interviews  38 

Investigations  15 

Smoke  Abatement 

Observations  21 

Interviews  with  managers,  stokers,  etc.  17 

Inspection  of  boiler  plants  l4 

Smoke  Control  Area  - visits  775 

Atmospheric  pollution  apparatus  - Recordings  297 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act 

Visits  to  Offices  l4l 

Visits  to  Retail  Shops  304 

Visits  to  Wholesale  Depots  & Warehouses  12 

Visits  to  Catering  Establishments  & Canteens  15 

Visits  to  Fuel  Storage  Depots  1 

General  and  Office  Routine 

Visits  for  interviews  712 

Interviews  at  office  579 

Attendances  at  magistrates'  courts  27 

Noise 

Visits  77 

Diseases  of  Animals 

Visits  to  (a)  Cattle  Market  62 

(b)  Poultry  Market  42 


General  Administration 
Notices  served: 


Infonnal 

Formal 

Housing  Act 

37 

246 

Landlord  and  Tenant  Act 

40 

- 

Public  Health  Act 

78 

88 

Factories  Act 

4 

- 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

75 

- 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act 
Food  Hygiene  (Market,  Stalls  and  Delivery 

6l 

- 

Vehicles)  Regulations 

9 

- 

Clean  Air  Act  1956 

304 

32 

366 
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NATIONALITIES  OF  OCCUPANTS  OF  HOUSES  IN  MULTIPLE  OCCUPATION  SINCE  1955 
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Ad.  • Adults  Ch.  • Children 


SOg  CONCENTRATION  IN  MICROGRAMMES/CuM. 
MONTHLY  AVERAGES  EQR  IMS 


114 


115 


INDEX 


Page  No. 

Adaptations  - Welfare  70 

Aids  and  Gadgets  Issued  69 

Ante  Natal  Care  30 

Bedford  Association  for  the  Disabled  71 

Births  - Numbers  11 

- Congenital  32 

Birth  Control  47 

Blind  and  Partially  Sighted  68 

Cervical  Cytology  48 

Child  Development  Study  64 

Child  Health  Centres  36 

Childminders  43 

Chiropody  49 

Clean  Air  89 

Common  Lodging  Houses  85 

Congenital  Defects  32 

Convalescent  Homes  44 

Day  Care  of  Children  40 

Day  Nurseries  40 

Dead  - Disposal  of  28,  90 

Deaths  12 

Dental  Care  38,  39 

Diabetes  6l 

Diphtheria  52 

Disinfection  & Disinfestation  86,  110 

Diseases  of  Animals  g2 

Drainage  and  Sewerage  0^ 

Duties  - Summary  of 

Extra  Nourishment  26 

Facotries  90,  IO6 

Family  Planning  47 

Filthy  or  Verminous  Premises  85 

Fluoridation  19 

Food  Inspection  94 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  - 

Food  Hygiene  91 

Egg  Pasteurisation  Plants  87 

Poultry  Processing  Plants  87 

Food  Sampling  and  Complaints  88 

Food  - Welfare  37 


116 


Geriatrics 

35 

Glaucoma 

62 

Health  Clinics  & Centre 

36 

Health  Education 

77, 

91 

Health  Visiting 

34 

Health  & Welfare  Committee 

4 

Home  Help  Service 

45 

Home  Nursing  Service 

33 

Homes  - Nursing 

46 

- Agencies 

46 

Housing  - 

Acts 

83, 

93 

Applications  for 

22 

Unfit  Houses 

83 

In  Multiple  Occupation 

83 

Accommodation  for  Foreign  Nationals 

84 

Improvement  of  Dwellings 

84 

Ice  Cream 

87 

Immunisation 

50 

Incinerator 

17 

Infectious  Diseases 

23 

Markets 

87 

Mass  Radiography  Service 

25 

Meals  for  the  Elderly  and  Handicapped 

74 

Meals  on  Wheels 

74 

Measles 

23 

, 52 

Meat  and  Food  Condemned 

103 

Mental  Health 

54 

Midwifery  Service 

31 

Milk  and  Dairies 

88 

, 100 

101 

Miscellaneous 

76 

Mononucleosis  Survey 

63 

Mothercraft 

30 

Movable  Dwellings 

85 

Noise  Abatement 

90 

Nurseries 

40 

Nursing  Agencies 

46 

Nursing  Auxiliaries 

33 

Nursing  Homes 

46 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises 

89,  104 

Other  Amenities 

85 

117 


Paddling  Pool  20 

Paratyphoid  23 

Personal  Health  Service  29 

Persons  in  Need  of  Care  and  Attention  72 

Personal  Needs  Survey  75 

Pertussis  52 

Pests  90,  109 

Pet  Animals  90 

Physically  Handicapped  66 

Playgroups  42 

Poliomyelitis  52 

Population  10 

Preface  - Medical  Officer  of  Health  6 

- Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  8l 

Public  Health  Acts  85 

Inspection  of  Premises  86 

Rag,  Flock  and  Other  Materials  90 

Refuse  Collection  17 

Rent  Acts  84 

Research  Projects  60 

Report  of  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  80 

Samples  sent  to  Public  Analyst  95,  96 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area  16 

Scabies  27 

Scrap  Metal  Dealers  91 

Shower  Baths  17 

Slaughterhouse  88,102 

Slaughter  of  Animals  88 

Smallpox  52 

Staff  5 

Statistics  - Vital  8,  11 

- General  9 

Sewage  and  Sewage  Disposal  17 

Social  Welfare  Work  73 

Street  Cleansing  17 

Swimming  Baths  20 

Swimming  in  the  River  19 

Tetanus  52 

Tuberculosis  24 

Typhoid  23 

Unmarried  Mothers  44 

Unsound  Food  98 

Vaccinaxion  50 

Vehicles  79 

Verminous  Conditions  27 

Visual  Aids  68 

Voluntary  Societies  78 
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Water 


Water  - 

River  Great  Ouse 

18 

Raw 

18 

Treated 

18 

Swimming  Baths 

20 

Wells 

20 

Floridation 

19 

Supply 

85 

Welfare 

Foods 

37 

Welfare 

Services 

65 

119 
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